Series:                                                                                                                   Lesson

  “The Winds of Change”                                                                                       #1

“Introduction to the Sermon Series:                                            ‘The Winds of Change?’”
Lesson Text: I Timothy 4: 1 - 5
INTRODUCTION:

1. Tonight I want to begin a Sermon Series with you that I have entitled,              “The Winds of Change.”
2. I am referring to the unsettling wind that is blowing through the New Testament Church today.

3. I hesitated at first to develop this Sermon Series, because I realize it is always disturbing to talk about things which are perceived as negative. Or, things which appear to sound judgmental.
4. But, I could not remain silent. (cf. Jeremiah 20: 9)
5. Recently, I have been exposed to some religious practices which I believe are not authorized in Scripture. After sharing my thoughts with a few others it became obvious to me that I MUST say something.

6. Thus, this sermon series …

I. Some Disclaimers

[Disclaimers are explanations for something a person or company refuses to admit. You read them on labels all the time, for example …]

A. I am not the brotherhood “watchdog.”
B. I do not know what is going on everywhere in the brotherhood. And I do not intend to find out.

1. I am keenly interested in what happens at the places where I am associated as participate party.

2. I am called to PREACH THE WORD … convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. (cf. II Timothy 4: 2)

C. I am not “closed-minded.” I welcome dialogue.    
II. Why the Change?
[Trust me when I tell you that change is taking place within the church. Even our denominational friends recognize this. I just read an article recently from the pen of a denominational preacher who said, and I quote, “The Church of Christ is a state of flux.”]

A. We are losing numbers, especially among our young people.

1. I am afraid in the interest of raw numbers we have sold out to liberalism. We are encouraged to become “consumer oriented.”
2. A lot of doctrinal matters are now put up for vote in the name of “growth.”
3. Many within the church are clamoring to be like the “Big Churches” at the expense of truth (ala I Samuel 8).
4. We cannot trust God for the increase (cf. I Corinthians 3: 6) – we must help Him with creative innovations, etc. Gimmick growth produces swallow Christians.

B. We fail to study the Bible like we should (and must do)! (cf. Acts 17: 11; II Timothy 2: 15; I Peter 3: 15)

C. Cultural changes

1. Rainbow coalition – everybody is ALRIGHT!
2. Relativity – there are no absolutes; values are now viewed as subjective and relative instead of objective and absolute.                       (cf. Judges 21: 25; Proverbs 14: 12) 

3. Entertain ME! (cf. II Timothy 3: 4)
4. Materialism (cf. Deuteronomy 8: 7 – 14; I Timothy 6: 9, 10;                        I John 2: 15) – acceptance is based on the car you drive, the amount of money you make, the labels on your clothing, etc. – this gives way to “you are O.K. and I am O.K.!” – back to the Rainbow Coalition Mentality.
III. Who is Responsible for the Winds of Change?
A. The Bible identifies them as …

1. “False teachers” (cf. II Peter 2: 1)
2. “Anti-christs” (cf. Matthew 24: 24)

3. “False brethren” (cf. Galatians 2: 4)

4. “False prophets” (cf. Matthew 7: 15)

B. Today they are identified as …

1. “Change Agents” – they are wolves in sheep clothing                       (explain ……)
2. “Church Growth Experts”

C. Brotherhood newspaper, periodicals, etc.

D. Brotherhood schools

E. Weak elders! (cf. Titus 1: 10 – 16)

F. Cowards in pulpits (cf. II Timothy 4: 3, 4)

1. I hope I never preach for a congregation where the elders ask me not to preach what is perceived by many as “negative preaching.” ILLUSTRATION: I did try out a congregation many years ago who told me that they did not want to hear any sermons against “instrumental music” in the general worship assembly. They thought that would be divisive. 

2. Preachers are to preach, not to be popular. Jesus and John the Baptist would be ran out of some pulpits in our fellowship.

3. There MUST be balance in preaching. (cf. Acts 20: 27)

IV. What are some of the Changes which the Change Agents are suggesting?
A. The way we interpret Scripture. This is called the “New Hermeneutic Movement.”- (more on this later)
B. Our style of worship – more upbeat, lively!

1. Preaching – do not condemn (no one is considered lost anymore) – remember to be “politically correct”
2. Instrumental music 

3. Praise teams

4. Woman’s role 

5. Testimonials

6. Baby Dedication 

7. Choir

8. Drama presentations

9. Soloists

10. Communion – 

a. It should be more joyful and combine it with a regular meal for the belly.
b. Mix in some drama – carry a cross down the aisle at this time.
c. Do it on other days of the week!

11. No invitation extended at the end of the worship assembles.

C. The role of woman – more participation in the worship, such as preaching and leading prayer.

D. The nature of the church – more denominational – advent of the “Community Church” movement
E. Baptism (in their opinion water baptism eliminates “grace”)
F. Open-ended fellowship – everyone is accepted just as long as you believe that Jesus is the Son of God. This is what is called the “Ecumenical Movement.”
G. Need oriented – self-help groups, seminars, etc. This is good on the surface, but the world needs a Savior more than it needs a feel good stimuli.

V. Why should Christians Speak Up?
A. Because “doctrinal purity” is being challenged. (cf. I Timothy 1: 10;                      II Timothy 4: 3; Ephesians 4: 14; Galatians 1: 8, 9; Ephesians 4: 1 - 6)
B. Because we are to judge with “righteous judgment” (cf. John 7: 24; everybody likes to quote John 3: 16, 17, but what about                          verses 18 – 21)

C. Because we are to “try the spirits to see if they are from God.”                                (cf. I John 4: 1; I Thessalonians 5: 21 – we must have a filtering system to remove all the human pollutants from our faith. That filter is the Bible.)
D. Because we are always one generation away from apostasy.                        (cf. Hosea 4: 6)

VI. Why this Sermon Series?

A. That is simple – because ETERNITY is at stake!                                            (cf. Matthew 7: 21 – 23)

B. Because “LOVE” demands it! (cf. James 5: 19, 20)

CONCLUSION:
      1. I am as interested in Church Growth as the next brother or sister in the Lord. 
          I think some things need to change, such as our lack of effort to evangelize, 
          however, not at the price of selling out to the Devil.

      2. I know I run the risk of being perceived as “hobby horsing.” Or, as simply 
          accentuated the negative.

      3. But hear me out – I LOVE THE CHURCH and want to do what is best for it. I 
          definitely do not want us to lose our distinctiveness.
4. Something is going on in the 21st Century Church which cannot be ignored.                   

    Do not “rock the boat” philosophy is an attempt to wish the problem away in the 
    interest of church unity. This is often a grave mistake.                                

    ILLUSTRATION: Ruby Williams
5. The church is at a crossroads again. We face the same situation our forefathers  

    faced in the half-century following the Civil War. The gentle winds are picking up 
    to gale forces.

6. The power is in the word of God to save people. (cf. Romans 1: 16)

7. Church growth comes when the church walks in the fear of the Lord                            

    (cf. Acts 9: 31) and focus on obeying His commandments (cf. Ecclesiastes 12: 13).
8. On the day of Judgment the only thing that will matter is … Did we obey the 
     gospel? And did we walk worthy of the gospel?

PAGE  
1

