“Why Does God Allow Evil?”

Lesson Text: Romans 8: 28
INTRODUTION:


There are a lot of people who refuse to believe in God simply because they hold God responsible for all the evil in the world. These people see God as directly responsible for evil or as allowing evil to exist. In most cases, they have as they perceive it, “I have been burned by God!”

Typically, when this question comes up the one doing the asking doesn’t usually see themselves as committing evil. They usually focus on mass murders, child molesters, war crimes, terrorism, etc. The truth is if we have reached the age of accountability, then we commit evil (Romans 3: 10, 23). I realize you may not be like Hitler or Sadamn Hussein, but you do sin! And “evil” is here defined as “sin.” Or, the result of “sin.” Pick your medicine. Evil and sin go hand and hand.
If you stop and think about it – one of God’s greatest gifts to us – is the right to choice. If we did not have the power of choice, then we would be robots or some mechanical device.

Non-believers, typically, use this line of reasoning …

· A “good” God would destroy evil

· An “all-powerful” God would destroy evil

· Evil has not been destroyed

· Therefore, there cannot possibly be such a good & powerful God
On the surface, to someone not grounded in Scripture who has experience some form of tragedy, this would seem logical. After all, if God were good and                      all-powerful, wouldn’t it stand to reason that He would destroy the evil that plagues our world?

Then why doesn’t He? Could it be that He is not really a good God? Let me read Psalm 34: 8 for your hearing:

“Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!”

Many other verses tell of the goodness of God. In fact, the whole Bible is an outline of God’s goodness in His dealings with man.

Could it be that He is not all-powerful? I don’t think so. Listen to Isaiah 40: 25 – 26

“To whom then will you liken Me, Or to whom I shall be equal?” says the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high. And see who has created these things, Who brings out their host by number; He calls them all by name, By the greatness of His might And the strength of His power; not one is missing.”

I would venture to say that the Creator of the Universe is plenty powerful, wouldn’t you?

But here is some shocking news; there are some things God cannot do! But wait just a minute Terry; didn’t you just get through saying that God is all-powerful? Yes, I did, but God by His nature cannot do a few things, such as LIE (Titus 1: 2,                     cf. Numbers 23: 19). Also, according to James, the brother of our Lord, God cannot be tempted or tempt anyone to sin (James 1: 13). The reason God cannot lie is because He is TRUTH.  And the reason God cannot be tempted or will not tempt anyone to do evil is because God is PURE. 

So what do we have to make of all this? God is good and He is all-powerful to perform any and all things within His character, and yet we have evil. WHY?

Well let me offer you five reasons “Why God Allows Evil”:
I. So You and I can Love Him Without Coercion

A. God could not eliminate evil without eliminating the possibility of accomplishing other goals that are important to Him.

B. God created humans with the ability of sustaining a personal relationship with Him. 

C. If a human is forced to love God, then what kind of love is that?

ILLUSTRATION: I remember my daughter having a doll which had a pull string. Each time you pulled the string the doll would say nice things like “I love you!” If humans are like this doll, then where is the sincerity of one’s love? There is a major difference between being coerced to love someone and saying      “I love you” by free-choice.

D. Here is the clincher: a free-will person may choose to love as well as 
     hate!  
1.  Humans who are free to love God must also be free to hate or 

     ignore Him.

2.  And when people act in ways outside the will of God, great evil and  

           sufferings are the ultimate results. 
3.  God is not going to force us to love Him! He wants us to love Him 
     based on our free-will! 
4.  He is the Sovereign One (cf. II Samuel 7: 22), BUT He doesn’t 
           manipulate, coerces, hog-tight, twist our arms, etc. for us to love  

           Him or our fellow man.

E. How is it possible to reconcile a Sovereign God with a free moral  

     agent? 
                        1. I am not sure if we can reconcile the two except to say God lets  

          man choose the direction he wants to go even if God knows what  

          the direction is or what the destination of that direction will be!
      
2. Similar to a parent doing the same with a child. Acts 2: 23 address 
                this truth!

            3. I hope this doesn’t sound like a cop-out, but it must be said, “God’s 

                ways are not our ways and His thoughts are not our thoughts.”  

                 (Isaiah 55: 9)

            4. This I know --- if God destroyed evil, He would have to destroy 
                 man’s free-will.

[Here is the bottom-line … all this is done so You and I Can Love Him Unabated!]

II. The Second Reason “Why God Allows Evil” is to Show that He Is Not Prejudice

A. In Acts 10: 34, Peter declared following the vision of the great sheet, “In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality.” This pertains to salvation, but what about evil.

B. Well, if God is not partial when comes to salvation, rest assured that He is not partial when it comes to allowing evil to take place in lives of all people.

C. Listen to Matthew 5: 45 – “He sends rain on the just and on the unjust.”

D. God does not play favorites when it comes to letting humans choose to do evil.

III. A Third Reason for “Why God Allows Evil” is so We Might Reflect His Image or Love
A. When evil things happen to us we have an opportunity to show how God makes a difference in this old world of pain and suffering, a la Job.
B. Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 5: 43 – 48 is counter-cultured. 

1. The Old Law dictated “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth”                              

     (cf. Exodus 21: 24; Leviticus 24: 20; Deuteronomy 19: 21)

2.  So what Jesus is saying is contradicting the Old Law.

      3.  Not only did Jesus say God lets the rain fall on the just, but He  

           also lets the sun shine on the unjust as well.  In effect, what we see  

           here is the principle taught in Romans 12: 21, “Be not overcome  

           with evil, but overcome evil with good.”

C. This is what we are called to do – reflect the image of God in our lives. Respond to evil in harmony with His character.

D. Look at Stephen in Acts 7 (especially verse 60).

IV. A Fourth Reason for “Why God Allows Evil” is so He can refine our Faith
A. Listen to I Peter 1: 5 – 9 – “who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith – the salvation of your souls.”

B. I think Romans 8: 28 has a part in this explanation. Please note – this verse does not say everything that happens to you is “good”.
V. A Fifth Reason for “Why God Allows Evil” is so We Will Depend on Him for Strength

A. The Psalmist definitely teaches us to let our emotions out when it comes to venting to God.

B. There are numerous psalms where the psalmist cries out to God about his suffering and the injustices being done to him.
C. There are almost as many psalms of laments as there are psalms of praise and thanksgiving. And it is interesting to note that sometimes the psalms of praise are mention side by side with the psalms of agony. (cf. Psalms 41)

CONCLUSION:

Understand this truth – one day God will destroy evil! Read the book of Revelation for the end of the story. There you read of God throwing the devil into the lake of fire (cf. Revelation 20: 10) According to the apostle Paul, when Jesus returns He will destroy death and all things will be put under His feet     (cf. I Corinthians 15: 25 – 28).  When Jesus returns we will not longer be in the presence of a world gone mad. We will be in His presence of holiness and peace. 


Some two thousand years ago God allow the worst evil known to man to take place.. the crucifixion of His only begotten Son. If He not allow this evil, we would have no hope of eternal life. Praise is to our Father for allowing the Roman officials to crucify Him!
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