“Who Hardened Pharaoh’s Heart?”

Lesson Text: Exodus 4: 21 – 23
INTRODUCTION:


A few weeks ago in our Sunday morning adult auditorium Bible class a discussion evolved from a study on the life of Pharaoh.


Which Pharaoh?


The Pharaoh who was sitting on the throne of Egypt after Joseph’s death.


How is it that this Pharaoh did not know Joseph?

· Perhaps it had something with not having any memorials in Egypt in honor of Joseph and his glorious role in the salvation of Egypt.

· Perhaps it had something to do with Pharaoh’s memory. Sometime had elapse and this Pharaoh did not know Joseph. It reminds me of King Ahasuerus in the book of Esther. In chapter 6, we read that the king couldn’t sleep so he commanded someone to bring him the book of the records of the chronicles. Upon reading the book he discussed an oversight. He had forgotten to reward Mordecai. Perhaps this is what happens to this Pharaoh. It is hard to say!

Controversy has grown through the years concerning the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart. Five times we read of God hardening Pharaoh’s heart                      (Exodus 4: 21; 9: 12; 10: 20; 11: 10; 14: 8). But how can this done without overriding man’s free-will? Does this make God responsible for Pharaoh’s sins? DIFFICULT QUESTIONS!

Start with the basics. What do we know? For sure we know that the Bible does not contradict itself. 
We learn in Joshua 24: 15; Matthew 6: 24; I Kings 18: 21 that man has the freedom of choice.

And we also learn in James 1: 13 that it is impossible for God to tempt man to sin.

Later on, we read in Exodus 8: 15, 32; 9: 34 that Pharaoh hardened his own heart. Four other times it says his heart “grew” or “became” hard (7: 13, 22;           8: 19; 9: 7)

So on one hand – we read of God hardening Pharaoh’s heart.

And on the other hand – we read of Pharaoh hardening his own heart.

How do we make sense of these alleged contradictions?

Who did the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart?

Well, my answer might surprise you – I believe both were involved in the hardening of the heart. No, I am not playing the politician here. I am simply accepting what the Bible says. Is it possible to harmonize the two answers? I think so.
How did God hardened Pharaoh’s heart?

· By letting him go his natural way. You see God can read hearts                             (cf. Psalms 44: 21; I Chronicles 28: 9). He knew Pharaoh was going to reject His ways. Look at our lesson text again. Does it not say, “So I say to you, let My son go that he may serve Me. But if you refuse to let him go, indeed I will kill your son, your first-born.” (v. 23)? God knew what Pharaoh was going to refuse to let the Israelites go. What King is going to let some 2 million of his slave walk away free? He would take an economical hit. Plus, it would be a sign of weakness to other nations. Now, keep in mind it is not like God didn’t extend His mercy to Pharaoh. He did … in several ways –
· Moses’ return

· The 10 plagues (Apparently, Pharaoh could have stopped the plagues if he had wanted to (Exodus 8: 2; 9: 2; 10: 4).)
· His position, etc.

But Pharaoh deliberately chose to harden his heart. It is the idea of God    

giving him up (Romans 1: 18 – 32). As we learn in last week’s sermon, 

God will not force us to obey Him. He tries to get our attention in so many 

ways, but there comes a time when He say, “I must let him/her go his/her 

own way!” It pains God to do such a thing. WHEN DOES THIS 

HAPPEN? I DO NOT KNOW! I do know that God is patience with us. 

Look at the example of Noah. For 120 years God lingered before it 

started to rain!
· Apparently, there is some truth in God hardening Pharaoh’s heart so He might establish Himself as the Sovereign One among the Egyptians and Israelites (cf. Exodus 7: 3 – 5; 14: 4; 10: 1 – 2; cf. Romans 9: 14).
[It is in darkness that the light is made manifest and is appreciated             (cf. Matthew 5: 16; John 12: 35, 36).]


It may surprise you but there are other examples of hardening of the heart in the Bible. For example, we read of a “partial hardening” of Israel in Romans 11: 25.


Why was the Jews hearts hardened?

Answer: to usher in the new covenant which included the tearing down the middle wall of petition between the Jews and Gentiles (Ephesians 2: 14 0- 16). Also, to make the Jews jealousy of the Gentiles in a righteous way (Romans 11: 11 – 15). Ultimately, the purpose of the Jews hard hearts was the salvation of both Jews and Gentiles.


The apostle Paul writes about another hardening in                                                 II Thessalonians 2: 1 – 12.  This hardening would take place prior to Christ’s return. Is this done against the people’s will? ABSOLUTELY NOT!


Here is what you must understand:

The same sun that melts butter can harden the clay! Here is the mystery! The word of God which saves some ---- condemns others. God hardened Pharaoh’s by sending Moses to him. It was after the lifting of the plagues that Pharaoh hardened his heart or God hardened his heart. It just depends on how you want to look at it. The Pharaoh’s magicians got in the act when they tried to upstage Moses. False teachers today tell a lot of people not to believe in the plain teachings of Scripture, thus hardening people’s hearts. When the true, unadulterated word of God is preached and/or taught – some people receive it with glad hearts; others reject it! Look at the Bereans in Acts 17: 10 – 12 (read the text); they received the word with all readiness. Now look at the Thessalonians in the same reading – Acts 17: 13, they stirred up trouble. The same gospel, but two different results. Another example, in Acts 7: 54 we read of the leaders of the Jews being “cut to the heart”, but notice how they respond to the preaching of Stephen, they gnashed their teeth and ended up stoning him. In Acts 2: 37, the Jews who were present at Pentecost were also “cut to the heart”, but in this case they obeyed the gospel call. Same gospel – two different responses.

HOW DO YOU RESPOND TO THE TEACHINGS OF THE BIBLE?

It is my belief that you can tell if your heart is becoming hard, by the way you respond to Scripture. Look at Pharaoh … he blatantly disobeyed the Lord (“Who is the Lord that should obey His voice?” - 5: 1)


Do you love the truth (II Thessalonians 2: 10)? Or, do you twist the Scriptures to fit your sinful ways (II Peter 3: 16; Jude)?


This is very critical matter!


How do you respond to the plain teachings of the Bible about …?

· Worship

· Christian Living

· Organization of the Church

· Salvation

· ETC.

CONCLUSION:


What kind of heart do you have? Is your heart receptive to the Word of God? Or, is your heart resistant to the Word of God?
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