“Where Did God Come From?”
Lesson Text: Exodus 3: 13, 14
INTRODUCTION:


Recently, I subbed for the Elementary / Middle School Bible class downstairs. Since I was filling in on the spur of the moment, I thought I would ask Dalton, Caitlyn, and her friend Kayla what would they like to talk about or if they had any questions related to the Bible. Well, to my surprise Kayla, Caitlyn’s friend, asked me, “Where did God come from?” I wasn’t exactly expecting that question to surface. I immediately had several thoughts about her question, such as, “Hum, I wander why is asking this question? Could be that she has been told by someone that God doesn’t exist? Or, is she just trying to impress Dalton and Caitlyn?” I have always taken the position that whenever someone ask a Bible question to give them the benefit of the doubt. 

Naturally, I gave a quick concise answer, thinking, well that takes care of it. But approximately two Sundays ago, Dalton came up to me after a sermon and asked me the same question, “Where did God come from?”

Now, I am not going to presume to read these young peoples’ minds, but I did sense that my answer did not satisfy them. It could be that they were hoping for a more appealing answer, like “God came from the planet _______________. Or, long, long, long, long, long, long, …………………………………… time ago there was an article of from an unidentifiable source which ………. and thus GOD!


Here is the answer I gave Dalton, Caitlyn, and Kayla:

God is a Spirit (John 4: 24). He has always been in existence. He had no beginning or ending! He is uncreated!

Now, these young people are not atheists! But lets suppose they went to a state university where an atheist professor gets up in front of his/her classroom and says the following …

· All things have a cause.

· God must have a cause.

· If God does not have a cause, then God is not God. (Source: Bertrand Russell, “Why I am not a Christian!”

There is one thing wrong with this line of reasoning: it is the false assumption that God came from somewhere. God does not fit into the category of the created. He is uncaused!

How do I know that?

Read Genesis 1: 1, 2

Something came from nothing and the reason why nothing came from nothing is because God has been in existence forever!


GOD IS ETERNAL!

The best information we have on the nature of God is the Bible. Sometimes we read what is called “anthropomorphisms”, which are nothing more than human qualities related to God. For example, in II Chronicles 16: 9 it talks about the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth. This is the one of the ways we can understand who God is, etc. However, these anthropomorphisms do not explain God to the fullest.  Listen to these Scriptures:

· Exodus 3: 1 – 14
· II Peter 3: 8

· I Kings 8: 27

·  Hebrews 1: 11, 12

· Isaiah 57: 15

· Psalm 90: 2; Psalm 93: 2    
· I Timothy 1: 17                          
· John 1: 1 – 3;                       Isaiah 40: 12, 22, 26

· Jeremiah 23: 24

· Psalm 147: 5

· John 5: 26

· Acts 17: 28

· Romans 11: 33, 34

· Jeremiah 10: 10

· Psalm 115: 3

· Daniel 4: 35

· Isaiah 44: 6

· I Timothy 6: 16

Here is what we learn from these Scriptures:

First, God is not limited by time or space!

Second, by His nature He is before and above all things, being the Creator of this space and time universe in which we live.
Third, God is self-existence, self-sufficient. Ageless, Infinite, Sovereign, Beyond our Comprehension!
Fourth, GOD IS! The Great “I AM” (Exodus 4: 14) The Hebrew “YHVH” appears almost 7, 000 times in the Old Testament. It comes from the Hebrew verb “haya”, which means “to be.” God has always been. He has no beginning and no end.


There is no way for our finite minds will know everything there is about God. Like I heard one preacher says, “To know all there is about God is to be God!” What we know about God is what He wants us to know (cf. Deuteronomy 29: 29).

To us the notion of time is linear. One second follows the next, one minute is after another. Also, everything around us is deteriorating (cf. Matthew 6: 19, 20;                 II Corinthians 4: 16). But with God these things do no apply (cf. Hebrews 1: 11, 12). Yes, therein is the problem! We are restricted by time and space. So wanting to know where God comes from is important to us, but cannot be obtained.                             

WHY?

Because God is “off the time-line chart!”

CONCLUSION:


Now, here is something very fundamental. How do you respond to this awesome God? I like how Elijah expressed it in I Kings 18: 21, “If the Lord is God, follow Him, but if Baal, follow him.”

It is important to accept God as I AM (self-existing or self-sufficient), because it is critical to your existence. Without God you are nothing. God created you, not vice-a-versa. And because of this fact, we are totally dependant upon God. Additionally, this understanding of God’s nature gives us hope. We understand that He is unchangeable (Hebrews 13: 8). Since He is unchangeable, He will keep all His promises.

Where did God come from? He didn’t come from anything or anyone. He is eternal. He has no beginning! He is infinite! I am sorry if that doesn’t satisfy your perception of where did God come from, but I believe this answer is the best that can be offered by anyone.
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