
Things That Are Taboo, but Should Not Be
I’m not going to read a lot of scriptures. If you search and/or know the Bible, you will find that these things are so. I’m not trying to cause trouble.
As I bring up subjects within this topic tonight, you may think, “well that’s not taboo,” but in the way we are going to talk about them tonight you will probably be surprised.

I don’t know why some parents shirk the responsibility of teaching moral issues facing today’s youth and placing it on our school systems and the church except to say that those parents are lazy. Because after the child has been taught properly and/or has been disciplined based on morals, the parent then becomes involved to say “you shouldn’t have done that to my child.” The parents do not become involved and study the material until it is time to criticize or defend things they do that are not morally right.

Parents in the church are often just as neglectful as they do not teach the young, but expect the church to teach them, and then get irritated when the teachers say things they don’t believe. Well, sometimes the church can be at fault for teaching “this or that is a sin” rather than taking the time to explain what the Bible really says and how the Bible really works.
You may get offended tonight. If you are offended, check it out in the Bible. For just like the Bible, I am speaking out of love.

If you are waiting on our teachers to train your child, whether school or church to train your child, you are wrong. It is the parent’s responsibility to train the children. It is the church’s responsibility to seek and save the lost. You cannot do one thing and expect your child to do something else. We must get deeply involved in our children’s lives and expect the best out of them. Sowing wild oats while they are young is a copout. It is a sellout. Teach them the truth by getting deep.
MY EXPERIENCE Growing up…Everything was a sin!!!

When I use taboo tonight, it is because some in the church say that these things are a sin, when in fact they are not stated as being sin by the Bible.

Things that are Taboo:

1. The truth about Alcohol

2. The truth about Tobacco products

3. The truth about Tattoos 

4. The truth about Dancing

5. The truth about Gambling

Alcohol: Jesus Himself partook of wine. They called Him a winebibber (Matthew 11:19), Paul told Timothy to take a little wine for his stomach (1 Timothy 5:23). Now, elders are not to partake according to Titus 1:7, 1 Tim 3:3. Deacons – not given to much wine 1 Tim 3:8; older women not given too much wine Titus 2:3. 
I have issues saying that partaking of wine is a sin when the Bible does not state that! 

Why Randy? Why do you have issues saying that drinking is not a sin? Because when we say that, we are using a lazy copout answer for neglecting to dig deep into what the Bible says. AND we are opening up the doors to denominational people to expose the truth for themselves when we ourselves have been too lazy to find the truth.

By the way laziness is a sin, but we don’t discuss that much do we.
We should not have to explain why Christians partake of medicines that contain alcohol, eat food that may have been prepared in some sort of cooking wine. 

If we truly know the Bible, you already know why most Christians consider it a sin. It can alter your perception and behavior in a way that is not pleasing to the Lord. It can lead to drunkenness, fornication, adultery, slander, brawling,…the list goes on and on of bad things that can happen and for many DO.

Tobacco: No where in the Bible is tobacco mentioned that I can find. It is amazing to me that so many will condemn smoking but not chewing or dipping. Or they will condemn it but yet grow it and sell it. Isn’t that aiding someone to sin if we believe it is a sin? 
I know people who have lived long lives while using tobacco products while others who did not use lived short lives. All I know to tell you is that we are supposed to “present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God” (Romans 12:1) and “This is not our body, it is God’s” 1 Corinthians 6:19-20

Tattoos & Piercings: Tattoos are an interesting case because so many can quickly turn to Leviticus 19:28 which is to cause us to wonder and continue with that example while we do not even play with verse 26 and 27 that says not to eat anything with the blood and shave around the sides of our heads or disfigure the edges of the beards. No where in the New Testament do we see anything concerning this except that we should dress modestly and our bodies belong to God. If you want to get technical, a cut is a series of piercings. Are earrings a sin? 1 Peter 3:3-5 tells us to not let our adornment be merely outward, about us but rather the heart which is precious to God. 
WE CANNOT PICK & CHOOSE WHAT WE WANT TO CARRY OVER as SIN from the old testament to the New Testament.

Dancing:  There is nothing wrong with dancing, except to say again that we are not to be show-offs. Our dancing could be private as in between a husband and wife, it could be for exercise, it could be for fun, and the list of why we could dance can be endless. Again, we are calling something sinful that is not. It is the other sins as listed in the New Testament that actually cause the sin (can lead to lust, fornication, adultery…). So the copout – DANCING is a SIN. Why is it that it is OK to be a cheerleader or a baton twirler, on a dance team, dancing with the stars, etc. and it is cute when it is a child dancing, but when they become teenagers or adults, it is a SIN? I don’t understand except to say WE Had Better Know what the Bible Says and Explain it rather than just say it is a sin. Dancing is not a sin if done modestly and if no sin is caused to us Christians.

Gambling: We all should know that money is not the root of all evil. The love of money is the root of all evil (1 Timothy 6:10). Proverbs 13:11 and 23:4-5 and Ecclesiastes 5:10 gives us some good learning examples about working hard and God will increase and dishonest gains will diminish and not to overwork to become rich and about vanity (never being satisfied with what we have). Gambling in itself is a false hope for many of getting rich quick. It is not a sin in itself but rather can cause people to not take care of themselves, their families, and the Lord’s work. Remember, it is not our money. Everything we have has been allowed us to have and hopefully use for His glory. But I’ll ask you this: what could you done for good with what you lost rather than what good would you do when you finally (if ever) win.
Folks God will not leave us or forsake us. (Matthew 6:24)

We on the other hand can leave Him.

I could have talked about laziness (slothfulness), gluttony (overeating) or some other subjects, but I chose these because all too often I hear “He’s gone off the deep end” or “Well if you’re a Christian and he is a Christian and it’s a sin to whatever, how can you say I’m going to Hell and are wrong?” 

(Abstain from every form of evil. 1 Thess 5:22)

Parents- talk to your kids!!! They know more than you think they do, but usually not in a  way that is not dangerous to their spiritual health.

And kids, young adults, you NEED to talk with your parents - not so called friends who are unbelievers and who will lead you down the wrong path. It is the devils determined way to make others believe there is no reason to be a Christian, because look at the way you act and what you do. 

In and of themselves, these things are not sinful; however, they are dangerous and when combined, they become extremely dangerous and draw nearer and nearer to sin.

Ask yourselves these 2 simple questions:
Does it cause a stumbling block for my brother? 

(1 Cor 8:13) and (Romans 14:13)- “Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way.”

Finally, is it for the glory of God, in the name of the Lord? Paul wrote to the Colossians in chapter 3:17 “and whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”
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