“B-I-B-L-E, Yes that’s the Book for Me”

Lesson Text: II Timothy 3: 16, 17
Introduction:


The children sang a song that goes like this … “The B-I-B-L-E, yes that’s the book for me. I still alone on the Word of God. The B-I-B-L-E. What does that spell? BIBLE!” I am here to tell you tonight that the B-I-B-L-E is the book for me as well. And I do not stand alone on this belief. Many famous people have had a high esteem for the Bible, such as …

Dwight Eisenhower – “The Bible is endorsed by the ages. Our civilization is built upon its words. In no other book is there such a collection of inspired wisdom, reality, and hope.”

Charles Dickens – “The New Testament is the very best book that ever was or ever will be known in the world.”


However, to my amazement there are lots of theologians who do not share my belief especially when it comes to the inspiration of Scripture. In an article a few years back entitled “Beliefs of 700 Ministers” the following information surfaced, 
· 13% rejected the doctrine of the Trinity

· 48% rejected the Bible account of creation

· 33% no longer believed in the Devil

· 38% do not believe in a revelation from God

· 43% reject the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures

· 38% do not believe the Old Testament prophets were able to predict future events

· 55% do not believe the Bible is wholly free from myths and legends

· 19% do not believe that Jesus is equal with God

· 24% reject the atonement of Christ

· 12% reject the resurrection of Christ

· 34% no longer believe in the future punishment of the wicked

· 33% do not believe in the resurrection of the body

· 27% do not believe that Jesus will come again to judge the quick and the dead

· 33% reject the fall of man as related in the book of Genesis

· 51% regard baptism and the Lord’s Supper as non-essential

· 39% think that good, well-meaning persons should be received into the church regardless of their belief about salvation

This attitude toward the Bible should alarm us! In this case the atheist is more consistent than the modernist. The atheist will say forthright he does not believe in the Bible. The modernist says I believe in the Bible inasmuch as the parts I like.


I believe in the Bible as the inerrant, inspired Word of God and that belief is not based on subjectivism alone. It is based on strong evidence. Let me share some of that evidence with you tonight.
I. The Uniformity of The Bible

A. The Bible is a collection of 66 Books. It is a library of books.

1. Written over

a. A period of 1600 years

b. A span of 40 generations

2. Written by approximately 40 authors from every walk of life; e.g.: 

a. Moses, a political leader trained in the universities of Egypt

b. Peter, a fisherman

c. Amos, a herdsman

d. Joshua, a military general

e. Nehemiah, a cup bearer to a king

f. Daniel, a prime minister

g. Luke, a physician

h. Solomon, a king

i. Matthew, a tax collector

j. Paul, a tentmaker and rabbi

3. Written in different places

a. Moses in the wilderness

b.  Jeremiah in a dungeon

c. Daniel on a hillside and in a palace

d. Paul inside prison walls

e. Luke while traveling

f. John in exile on the isle of Patmos

g. Others in the rigors of military campaign

4. Written at different times and during different moods

a. David in times of war, Solomon in times of peace

b. Some writing from the heights of joy, others from the depths of sorrow and despair.
5. Written on three continents, and in three languages

a. Asia, Africa, Europe

b. Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek

6. Which subject matter includes hundreds of controversial topics 

a. The origin of man & the universe

b. The nature of God

c. The nature of sin & man’s redemption

B. Yet there is Harmony and Continuity …

1. “The Paradise Lost of Genesis becomes the Paradise Regained of Revelation. Whereas the gate to the tree of life is closed in Genesis, it is opened forevermore in Revelation.” – Geisler and Nix

2. Compare the continuity of the Bible with any other such writings of man

a. Imagine what you would have if you just took ten authors … 

1.) From one walk of life, one generation, one place, one time, one mood, one continent, one language.

2.) Speaking on one controversial subject

b. You would have a conglomeration of ideas, not harmony!

3. The reason for the unity of the Bible?
a. The writers were all inspired by the same God –                           cf. II Peter 1: 20 – 21

b. Providing evidence that the Bible is the Word of God and it is the book for me!

(Another evidence for the inspiration of the Bible is …)

II. The Scientific Foreknowledge of the Bible

A. The nature of this argument …

1. In the Bible there are scientific truths that …

a. Were unknown by man with all his wisdom and resources

b. Are stated as facts hundreds of years before their discovery by men

2. The writers of the Bible could have known these facts only through inspiration of God

B. A few examples …

1. The roundness of the earth – Isaiah 40: 22
2. The suspension of the earth in space – Job 26: 7
3. The currents in the seas – Psalm 8: 8
4. The springs in the seas – Job 38: 16

5. All nations of one blood – Acts 17: 26

(These are just a few of the many examples of scientific facts written in the Bible, but confirmed only recently with the aid of modern science. Further evidence of inspiration is …)

III. The Fulfilled Prophecies in the Bible

A. The nature of this argument …

1. Prophecies in the Old Testament foretold events in detail that were beyond the scope of human speculation.

2. How did the writers do it?

a. They attributed it to God!

b. And God declared that such evidence was a proof of His existence and superiority over men and all heathen gods (Isaiah 41: 21 – 24; 42: 8 – 9; 46: 8 – 11)
B. A few examples …

1. The fall of Babylon, written two hundred years before it occurred –  Isaiah 13: 17 – 22

2. The fall of Egypt, that it would be destroyed more by civil war than by outside forces – Isaiah 19: 1 – 4
3. The fall of Nineveh, with its utter desolation                                             –  Zephaniah 2: 13 – 15

4. The fall of Tyre, with its becoming a place for the spreading of nests – Ezekiel 26: 1 – 5

--- Cf. Introduction To Christian Evidences, Ferrell Jenkins, pp. 87 – 107

(There are many other examples of fulfilling prophecies, especially those related to the coming of the Messiah. But here is one more reason to believe the Bible …)

IV. The Impact of the Bible

A. On civilization …

1. The Bible has had a great impact 

a. On art (Michangleo, Reuben), music, and literature (Tennyson (400 quotes), Browning (600 quotes), Shakespeare (700 quotes), Milton (1000 quotes))
b. On education (original schools), judicial systems, and even science

2. Some related quotes …

a. “We cannot read the history of our rise and development as a nation, without reckoning with the place the Bible has occupied in shaping the advances of the Republic.” – Franklin Roosevelt

b. “The fundamental basis of this nation’s laws was given to Moses on the Mount. The fundamental basis of our Bill of Rights comes from the teachings we get from Exodus and Saint Matthew, from Isaiah and Saint Paul.” – Harry Truman
c. “If you take out of your statutes, your constitution, your family life all that is taken from the Sacred Book, what would there be left to bind society together?” – Benjamin Harrison
B. On individual lives …

1. It has transformed the lives of millions of people

a. It has motivated them to be missionaries and martyrs.

b. It has made them better spouses, parents, friends, neighbors, workers

c. Countless people would agree with the words of David –          cf. Psalm 19: 7 – 11, “The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple; The statures of the Lord are right, rejoining the heart; The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them Your servant is warned, And in keeping them is great reward.”
d. The Bible is …

1.) God’s power to save

a.) By creating faith (Hebrews 11: 6; Romans 10: 17)

b.) By causing one to be born again. This is accomplished by receiving the “incorruptible seed” of God’s word             (I Peter 1: 23 – 25)
c.) By keeping one saved (I Corinthians 10: 11 – 12;                    II Timothy 3: 14 – 17)

2.) God’s power to comfort 

a.) By giving hope ( Romans 15: 4; I Peter 1: 13)

b.) By giving peace (Philippians 4: 6 – 9)                                     “In all my perplexities and distresses, the Bible has never failed to give me light and strength.” – Robert E. Lee
c.) By giving happiness (Psalm 1: 1 – 3)
3.) God’s power to judge

a.) By holding mankind accountable (Revelation 20;             John 12: 48)

b.) By revealing the contents of the heart (Hebrews 4: 12)
e. The Bible will not be destroyed (Matthew 24: 35)

The Anvil

“Last eve I passed beside a blacksmith’s door

And heard the anvil ring the vesper chime;

When looking in, I saw upon the floor,

Old hammers worn with beating years of time.

‘How many anvils have you had’, said I,

‘To wear and batter all these hammers so?’

‘Just one’, said he; then said with twinkling eye,

‘The anvil wears the hammers out, you know.’

And so, I thought, that anvil of God’s word,

For ages skeptics’ blows have beat upon;

Yet though the noise of falling blows was heard,

The anvil is unharmed --- the hammers gone!”

Conclusion:


The evidence for the Bible as the Word of God is both objective and subjective …

1. The objective evidence include its unity, foreknowledge, and fulfilled prophecies.

2. The subjective evidence is seen in its impact on our lives and the world in which we live 

Is the Bible the book for you? Do you stand alone on the Word of God? It was Abraham Lincoln who said, “I believe the Bible is the best gift God has ever given to man. All the good from the Savior of the world is communicated to us through his book.” Let us grow in our appreciation of the Bible. Let us be ready to give an answer to everyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.
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