Series:                                                                                          Lesson

 “Winds of Change”                                                                          #3                                                                          

“The New Hermeneutic Movement”

Lesson Text: Revelation 22: 18, 19
INTRODUCTION:

1. Let us continue our Sermon Series, the “Winds of Change.”
a. This Sermon Series is about the changes taking place within our fellowship.

b. Changes like praise teams, women preachers, celebrative Lord’s Supper, instrumental music, lifting up of holy hands, open-ended fellowship, grace only salvation, just to name a few.

c. I might add there are changes going on in the denominational ranks as well.

2. In order to bring about these changes, there must be an attack on the way we interpret Scripture. Thus, a New Hermeneutic!

I. What is the meaning of the word “Hermeneutic?”
A. The word comes from the Greek messenger of the gods and interpreter of Jupiter – Hermes.
B. The word itself means “the science and art of Biblical Interpretation.”
C. Hermeneutic describes the process, by which we gain an understanding of what the Bible writers were saying in their own time and what that means for us now; it is gaining an understanding of the mind of God. (cf. Psalm 119: 11 – 16)
II. What is the New Hermeneutic Movement?

A. The word “new” implies that there is an old.

1. The proponents of the new hermeneutic believe that the old hermeneutic is inferior, wrong, and should be discarded.

2. They say that the old isn’t working by pointing out the 20 or so splinter groups within our “fellowship.”
3. They also point to the lack of church growth as a result of the old hermeneutic.

4. They are very active in their cause to change the way we determine Biblical authority.

5. Even though there is no key spokesperson for this movement it is possible to trace their roots back several years to such people as 

B. It is an attempt to justify a lot of unscriptural practices, such as the ones mentioned earlier.
C. The proponents of this movement simply do not like the way we have been doing things these past 200 years.

D. The new hermeneutic rejects “pattern theology.” (I would like to have a lesson on “Pattern Theology.”)
1. It denies that the New Testament is a blueprint for Christianity and the church.

2. Those who think that it is a blueprint are called legalists and their faith “pattern-legalism.”
E. The new hermeneutic rejects the law of exclusion. 

1. It maintains that silence in the scriptures is coincidental rather than intentional. 

2. Silence does not prohibit, rather it allows freedom to act as long as the action is “consistent with the spirit of Christ.” (I would like to have a lesson on the “Silence of Scripture.”)
F. The new hermeneutic proponents say that the Gospels and the Old Testament have been neglected by the church.

G. These proponents advocate that the Bible is simply a “love letter.”
1. “In a love letter you don’t demand submission and obedience.”
a. They should know that obedience is not incompatible with love. (cf. John 14: 15, 23)

b. They have a relativistic view of understanding the meaning of the Bible.

c. Bible study is a “language-event.”

(1.) Each person may get something entirely different form the same passage, and both are right.

(2.) Rather than a passage having one basic message for the readers a passage may have as many messages as there are readers.

(3.) Therefore, there is the necessity of unity in diversity.

III. What is the Old Hermeneutic?

A. The Old Hermeneutic is the means which led to the restoration of the New Testament church.

B. It uses the process of obtaining Biblical authority by means of …

1. Direct Command or Direct Statement 
2. Approved Apostolic Example or simply Example (If it is an example, it is binding. If it is not binding, it is not an example, but merely an account of action.)
3. Necessary Inference or Implication (The Lord implied it, and the reader infers form that implication.)
C. Illustrations of the Method of Interpretation

1. The Lord’s Supper

a. Direct Command – cf. Matthew 26: 26 - 29
b. Approved Apostolic Example – cf. Acts 20: 7 (first day of the week)

c. Necessary Inference – cf. Acts 20: 7 (first day of every week and that only Christians partook of it)
2. The Jerusalem Council – Acts 15
a. Approved Example - Holy Spirit falling upon the Gentiles is an approved example of God’s acceptance of them. (cf. 15: 7 – 11)

b. Necessary Inference – God’s approval of preaching to Gentiles is necessarily inferred from the miracles of Paul when preaching to the Gentiles. (cf. 15: 16 – 19)
c. Direct Command – The direct statement of Amos 9: 11, 12 promised the same salvation to Jews and Gentiles alike. 

3. Jesus 

a. Jesus showed respect for Direct Commands                                           (cf. Matthew 4: 1 – 11)

b. Examples (cf. Matthew 12: 1 – 8)

c. Implications (cf. Matthew 22: 23 – 33)

D. The new hermeneutic proponents say that approved apostolic example and necessary inference are not binding TODAY! Only direct commands or imperatives are binding

1. Examples may indicate only how they did it in the first century with no compulsion to repeat it.

2. Inferences are based on human reasoning and human reasoning is not to be trusted. 

                        --- The new hermeneutic has little use of logic.

E. What we have in the old hermeneutic is simply rules of literature. (I have an extremely article on this thought if you would like to read it.) 

      --- God chose to communicate through this means – literature!

IV. The Dangers of the New Hermeneutic 

A. Doubt about the inerrancy of the Bible.                                                (Rebuttal: cf. II Timothy 3: 15, 16)
B. Compromising of the truth to become more tolerable to denominationalism.

1. Grace Only Salvation

2. Instrumental Music

3. Woman’s Role in the Church

                  (Rebuttal: cf. Revelation 22: 18, 19; II Peter 3: 16 - 18)

C. Relativism – you have the freedom to make the Bible say what you want it to say! (Rebuttal: cf. Judges 21: 24; Proverbs 14: 12;                                                  Jeremiah 10: 23)
1. Simply vague generalities – no clear standard – only opinions, emotions, traditions and the wisdom of men. (cf. Colossians 2: 8)

2. Adapt to the times to survive.

3. Ever-abiding word continues to contain divine authority!                        (cf. II Peter 1: 3)

V. General Remarks

A. God wants man to understand His divine will. 

1. God created man in His image with an intelligent / rational mind, capable of communicating and understanding by means of words. (cf. Genesis 1: 26 – 28)

2. God has always spoken to men in the words of men so as to be understood by men.

a. Adam & Eve understood from the beginning what God was saying to them. (cf. Genesis 2: 16, 17; 3: 1 – 3)

b. Israel understood both the spoken & written word form the time God gave it to them. (cf. Exodus 20 – 23; 24: 3, 4, 7, 12; 25: 8, 9)

c. The Book of the Law of Moses could be understood 1,000 years after it was given to man by God. (cf. Nehemiah 8: 1 – 3, 7, 8)

3. God determined wish is for us to know the truth. (cf. John 8: 32)

B. God expects us to use His book to know His character and to know His will. (cf. Psalm 119: 11 – 16)

1. You would go about understanding the Bible like you would another book.

2. The true principles of understanding the Bible are the common principles of human language and understanding, such as … 
a. Who is speaking?

b. When was it written?

c. Why was it written?

d. Where was it written?

e. What is the context?

f. Is it to be interpreted literally or figurative?

g. What is the style of writing?

h. Additionally here are a few universal rules of interpretation:

(1.) Always interpret difficult passages in light of easy-to-understand passages.

(2.) Keep everything in context
C. God does not inspire our interpretation. (cf. II Timothy 3: 16)

1. God chose the word-method of revelation and communication to express His divine will. (cf. Hebrews 1: 2; I Corinthians 2: 12, 13; II Peter 1: 21)

2. Note John 14: 26 and Ephesians 3: 3, 4 together – the Holy Spirit will bring to remembrance those things we need to know through reading the Bible.
3. We must read, study and meditate on the word of God in order to understand and obey it. (cf. Psalm 1: 1, 2; Ezra 7: 10;                          Luke 16: 29 – 31; I Timothy 4: 13, 15)

D. We are under obligation to understand God’s will.                                        (cf. Ephesians 5: 17)

1. How we obtain understanding of the Bible will determine whether we are approved by God. (cf. II Timothy 2: 15)

2. In order to be a disciple of Christ, we must abide in His word.               (cf. John 8: 31)

E. There is a pattern of truth to which we must hold fast.                                   (cf. II Timothy 1: 13)
1. The divine revelation entails a “pattern.”
a. The church is the pillar and ground of the truth.                           (cf. I Timothy 3: 14, 15)

b. We are saved when we obey the pattern. (cf. Romans 6: 17)

c. We must speak as the oracles of God. (cf. I Peter 4: 11)

d. We must test all things; hold fast what is good.                               (cf. I Thessalonians 5: 21)

e. We must speak where the Bible speaks, and remain silent where the Bible is silent. (cf. I Corinthians 4: 6)

2. Restoration is necessary when we depart from the Bible Pattern.                                        (cf. I Timothy 4: 1)

CONCLUSION:

1. I have sincerely tried to keep this simple even if does not sound like I did.

2. We must always have the highest RESPECT for God’s word.

a. People are not reading the Bible as authority.

b. People read the Bible as editors – “I could not believe in a God like that.” “My Jesus wouldn’t say that.”

c. Instead of saying – “This is what the Bible says.” People are saying, “This is what the Bible says to me.”
3. We do not need a New Hermeneutic – We need more STUDENTS OF THE BIBLE!
4. I have not arrived and I am assuming you have not arrived either at a complete understanding of God’s divine will. 

a. We are a work in progress.

b. But this I know – God through His providence has preserved His word and He wants us to know it in order to have eternal life! THIS I KNOW!
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