Series:                                                                                                Lesson

  “The Winds of Change”                                                                     #2                                                                             

“The Doctrine of Tolerance”

Lesson Text: Revelation 2: 20
INTRODUCTION: 

1. Last Sunday evening I started a Sermon Series entitled,                                   “The Winds of Change.”

a. The basic premise for this Sermon Series is this: the changes which are being manifested in the church today are simply attempts to altar the Word of God. (cf. Deuteronomy 4: 2; Proverbs 30: 6;                               Revelation 22: 18, 19)

b. All change isn’t bad, but any change which violates plain Scripture must be contended. (cf. Jude 3)

2. If we chose to ignore these changes, then the New Testament Church will apostatize. (cf. I Timothy 4: 1 – 4)

3. Tonight’s lesson is going to deal with a doctrine which opens the figurative Pandora Box for the changes that mentioned in last Sunday’s sermon. It is the “Doctrine of Tolerance!”
I. What is the “Doctrine of Tolerance”?
A. The “Doctrine of Tolerance” is another name for “relativism.”
B. Relativism is defined as “belief in changeable standards: the belief that concepts such as right and wrong, goodness and badness, or truth and falsehood are not absolute but change from culture to culture and situation to situation.”
C. The “Doctrine of Tolerance” believes that everyone has a point of view and should be respected for it. On the surface this sounds admirable, but not when it comes to preaching and practicing religious error. (cf. Galatians 1: 8)
D. This is the prevalent philosophy in our culture today.
1. There is no absolute truth, and that all philosophies, all religions, all opinions, are EQUALLY VALID, with no way to distinguish one as being morally superior to others.

2. This philosophy is taught in our schools and in the media. 
3. It is the idea that nothing is true everywhere, and that everything is true somewhere.
4. Thus, what we witness in our world is tolerance toward those who practice sin openly like homosexuality.
E. Listen to these statements made by members of the Church of Christ:

1. “I think Christians should be more tolerant. I don’t think everybody has to believe in Christ to be O.K. with God.”

2. “I think women should be allowed to preach. They have something to say. Why should we shackle their talent?”

3. “I think it is ridiculous that some churches make such a big deal of baptism. What’s that got to do with what kind of person I am?”

4. “I think I know what God wants me to do without having to look it up in the Bible.”

5. “I think churches of Christ should catch up with the times and use instrumental music in worship.”

II. Why is this “Doctrine of Tolerance” so Dangerous?

A. Because it contradicts plain Scripture, such as …
1. Matthew 12: 30, “He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters aboard.”

2. Revelation 2: 15, 16, “15 “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.”
3. I Corinthians 4: 6. “not go beyond what is written…”
B. Because it leaves us intellectually and morally bankrupt. We will end up like Wile E. Coyote when he has run off on a cliff. The ground will give way and we will crash!

1. According to a survey done by Barna Research back in 2001, about ¾’s of all adults in America rejected the notion that there are absolute truths. Most Americans believe that all truth is relative to the situation and the individuals involved.

2. Similarly, at least 80% of our teens embrace the same position regarding morals truths.

a. 4 out of 5 teenagers say there is no absolute moral truth.

b. 4 out of 5 also claim that nobody can know for certain whether or not they actually know what truth is.
3. If there are no moral absolutes, then there is no way to judge Hitler or Saddam Hussein as evil. They were simply following the truth they believed in. RESULT: MORAL BANKRUPTCY!
C. Because it creates confusion. What is truth? (cf. John 8: 32; 17: 17)

1. Pilate tried to use this ploy to wash his hands of doing what was right. (cf. John 18: 38) Many people in and out of the church do the same to justify sin and/or refuse to comfront evil.
2. If there is no truth, then the Muslims would be right in their accusations against Christ. He is just a prophet is a succession of prophets.

3. Jesus statement in John 14: 6 is absolute. He said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” Jesus did not say, “I am the way, the truth and the life for Palestinian Jews and Western Europeans.” He claimed to be the only way for everybody.

4. A lot of this confusion comes from the language we use to communicate with like salvation. (cf. Acts 15) 
a. It reminds me of what Isaiah said in Isaiah 5: 20, “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness fore light, and light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”
b. We must have to standard to judge by. That standard is the Word of God. (cf. Revelation 20: 11 – 15)
D. Because it produces irresponsibility toward a study of the Bible.

1. Just because truth is hard to determine at times does not mean it doesn’t exist. Beware of the flattering words of false teachers.                (cf. I Thessalonians 2: 5; II Peter2: 18 (“swelling words”);                         Proverbs 28: 23) This goes back to the point on language!
2. Often error exists underneath the surface, but no one wants to do anything about it. (cf. I John 4: 1; I Thessalonians 5: 21;                  Acts 17: 11)
3. The Word of God MUST be studied responsibly.                                      (cf. II Timothy 2: 15 – note the phrase, “rightly dividing the word of truth.” – cf. II Peter 3: 16)
4. Why are some people afraid of the truth?

a. Because it might hurt someone’s feelings? I hate the thought of hurting someone’s feelings.
b. Because we might be persecuted for righteousness’ sake?

c. Because we are cowards?

5. According to these passages truth is worth knowing …

a. John 12: 48

b. II Timothy 3: 15, 16

c. Isaiah 40: 8
E. Because it leads to apostasy. (cf. II Timothy 4: 1-5) 
a. The church in Thyatira is a great example. Look at                     Revelation 2: 18 – 29.

b. The church in Thyatira “allowed” Jezebel to have a place to stand. (verse 20)

c. Contrast the church in Thyatira with the church in Ephesus. Note Revelation 2: 2.

F. Because it will potentially cause a person to lose his/her soul.                   (cf. II John 9; Matthew 7: 21 – 23)
III. Reasons Given for Justifying the “Doctrine of Tolerance”
A. Jesus was compassionate.

1. Without a doubt this statement is true (cf. Matthew 9: 36), but                  do not limit Jesus to one dimension. 

2. This perspective of Jesus rules out His justice. (cf. John 5: 24 – 30)
a. Some of the harshest words Jesus uttered were against hypocrisy. (cf. Matthew 23)

b. Who can deny what Jesus said in Matthew 25: 31 – 46?

c. Jesus said He came “to bring a sword.” (cf. Matthew 10: 34) Jesus was not a pacifist.

d. Why do suppose Jesus went to the cross? I know it was to die for our sins, but do not overlook the fact that He was fulfilling the Old Law which meant cancellation. The Jews did not want that to happen. So they “shoot the messenger!”
3. It is true that Jesus hung out with publicans and sinners                     (Luke 15: 1), but He never condone their sinful behavior. And neither should the church.

B. Mark 9: 38 – 40 justifies tolerance.

1. The context here (verses 33 – 41) is about how to become great. It is through servanthood.

2. In verse 38 John interrupts Jesus. It is difficult to know exactly what caused John to speak up so abruptly. It could have been the phrase “in My name” that Jesus uttered in verse 37.

a. We like John have a tendency to hear what we want to hear.
b. One phrase or one word amidst a multitude of words can trigger a thought pattern in our minds.

c. Maybe John was trying to relief his guilty conscience when Jesus spoke about true greatness.

3. Jesus never gave approval for disobeying His word and/or religious division.

a. Some members of the church are quick to say, “But there are good people in other churches who mean well. Why let doctrine divide us? After all, there are many roads that lead to heaven. Are we saying that we are the only ones going to heaven?”
b. Without a doubt there are a lot of good people in other churches, but that does not excuse us from obeying His word. Look at Matthew 7: 21 – 23.

c. Being morally sound or good –only - does not save us. Look at Cornelius in Acts 10. I would match Cornelius up against anyone morally speaking.
d. Please understand – doctrine is simply the teachings of Christ. It boils down to eternity. (cf. II John 9)

e. There is ONLY ROAD that leads to heaven and that is Jesus (John 14: 6; Acts 4: 12) and His teachings are the directions to find our way to heaven.

4. Now hear me out on this point, I believe Jesus was teaching tolerance in this text, but a specific type of tolerance.

a. Tolerance toward those who are searching for the truth.                        (cf. Acts 18 – Apollos; Acts 19) We are not out to get people told. We are out to win souls.

(1.) A Christian never has the right to be rude.                                       (cf. II Timothy 2: 23 – 26)

(2.) We do not want to quench the spirit of those who want to learn the truth.
b. Tolerance toward brethren who are struggling to find their way spiritually. (cf. I Corinthians 5)
C. Matthew 7: 1 condemns Judging Others!

1. Matthew 7: 1 does not condemn judging, period. Consider     Matthew 7: 15 – 20. 
2. Matthew 7: 1 condemns a Pharisaical spirit. In a word, HYPOCRISY!
3. Why does the ecumenical brother want to put us in the judge’s seat?

a. Because we are human and our judgment is flawed.

b. Because it gives them a premise to work from … our opinion is no better than anyone else’s opinion.

c. But here is what the ecumenical brother is overlooking – I am not judging anyone – God is! There is a big difference between “I think” religion, and the revealed will of God.                                (cf. Proverbs 3: 5, 6)

d. We are witnessing what I call “home-brew” religion!
4. What we must understand is this – truth is narrow!

a. 2 + 2 = 4, not 3 or 5

b. True statements cannot be made without excluding others!

c. If we do not uphold truth, then we endorse error. 

5. Sad to say, in a lot of brethren’s minds the gravest sin of all is intolerance. It is those who cry for tolerance that practice intolerance. The tolerant ones bash the intolerant ones. How ironic!
CONCLUSION:

1. The “Winds of Change” are picking up. Buckle down the hashes. The storm continues to brew and is picking up intensity. (cf. Ephesians 4: 14)
2. Let us maintain our position of doctrinal purity. Remain open for dialogue, but do not cave in to pressure. Right is Right and Wrong is Wrong!

3. God will honor our studied convictions. (cf. Philippians 2: 12)
4. Furman Kearley, a former professor at Abilene Christian University, had a daily prayer, “Lord, help us to know the truth, seek the truth, find the truth, believe the truth, obey the truth, teach the truth, and be united in truth.” 

5. One word of caution – we do not want to become one dimensional. Let us also show the joy of Christianity to others.
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