Orlinda

October 12, 2008

“Let Brotherly Love Continue”

Lesson Text: Hebrews 13: 1
INTRODUCTION:

1. I want to begin this sermon with a few preliminary remarks …

a. I love this congregation with all my heart. Each and every member!
b. I appreciate the privilege of being your minister and serving with our elders and deacons!

c. I believe one of our strengths is our “love for one another.”

2. So this morning’s lesson is taken from Hebrews 13: 1 where it reads, “Let brotherly love continue.”
[Let us begin our study with a look at …]

I. What is Brotherly Love?

A. Brotherly Love is “love expressed within the family of God (the church)”

1. The idea of “brotherly” implies kinship.

2. From John 1: 12 we are told that we have the power to become children of God.

3. How does this take place? When we are baptized into Christ –                                   cf. John 3: 3 – 5
4. So “brotherly” means being in the family of God – the church! And brotherly love means that we have purified our souls in obeying the truth. (cf. I Peter 1: 22, 23 – “22Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever,”         
5. This love we are supposed to have for one another is based on a shared relationship we have with Jesus Christ.

6. We can not love God and not like our brother in Christ.                                                    (cf. I John 4: 21) If we love God, then we will love what God loves. (cf. John 3: 16)

B. Brotherly Love is the New Commandment stated in John 13: 34, 35 – “34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
1. Jesus reiterates this thought in John 15: 12 – “This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” We are to love the same way Jesus loves us! It is a commandment!                   (cf. I John 4: 21 – “And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also.” WOW!
2. The apostle Paul wrote that we owe a debt to each other in the church to love one another. (cf. Romans 13: 8)
[Note that the text says, “Let Brotherly Love Continue”…]

II. “Let Brotherly Love Continue”

[The idea behind “continue” is …]

A. Brotherly Love had existed prior to this writing! (cf. Acts 2: 44, 45) Brotherly Love was a characteristic of the early church. Listen to this quote from Tertullian – “It is our care for the helpless, our practice of lovingkindness, that brands us in the eyes of many of our opponents. ‘Only look,’ they say, ‘how they love one another.’”
B. Brotherly Love takes effort!
1. Brotherly Love isn’t automatic by virtue of the fact that we are in the family of God.

2. It is true that love is our birthright. The entire law is summed up in a single command, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”                          (cf. Matthew 22: 37 – 40)
3. We never outgrow the need for love. 

a. It is necessary for our survival both physically and spiritually. 

b. It is necessary for our survival whether young or old.
4. Love doesn’t come easy for us! But as much as within us let us live peacefully with all men. (cf. Romans 12: 18)

5. We are supposed to increase in brotherly love! This is taught in                                 I Thessalonians 4: 9, 10 – “9 But concerning brotherly love you have no need that I should write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another; 10 and indeed you do so toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, that you increase more and more;”
C. Brotherly Love will be threatened! WHY? …

1. Because love is our strength to unity! (cf. Colossians 2: 2;                      3: 14) Love hides a multitude of sins. (cf. James 5: 19, 20;                              I Peter 4: 8) When we love a brother or sister in Christ who asked for forgiveness of sins we completely hide their sins. Love does not keep stirring up old wounds.
2. Because Satan hates the power of love! It makes manifest (reveal) his works. (cf. I John 3: 14, 15.)
3. Because we are never more like God than when we love one another! (cf. I John 4: 8; John 3: 16)

[I will not take time this morning to explore how brotherly love is threatened, but rest assured no matter how brotherly love is threatened it all relates to our human frailties! But the beauty of it all is this “love never fails!” (cf. I Corinthians 13: 8) Here is the secret to a growing congregation, and there is none other.]
III. How to Protect and Cultivate Brotherly Love?
[How do we protect and cultivate brotherly love? Allow me to suggest the following …]

A. Always filter your attitudes, actions, yea words through                                           I Corinthians 13: 4 – 7  – 
“Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”
This is from The Message Bible - “Love never gives up. 
   Love cares more for others than for self. 
   Love doesn't want what it doesn't have. 
   Love doesn't strut, 
   Doesn't have a swelled head, 
   Doesn't force itself on others, 
   Isn't always "me first," 
   Doesn't fly off the handle, 
   Doesn't keep score of the sins of others, 
   Doesn't revel when others grovel, 
   Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 
   Puts up with anything, 
   Trusts God always, 
   Always looks for the best, 
   Never looks back, 
   But keeps going to the end.”

B. Never give Satan a foothold by letting the sun go down your wrath (anger) – cf. Ephesians 4: 26, 27 – “26"In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27and do not give the devil a foothold.”
C. By serving each other – cf. I John 3: 16 – 17 – “16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?”

D. By speaking the truth in love – cf. I John 3: 18 – “My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.”  And Ephesians 4: 15 – “but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ”
E. Encouraging one another (cf. Hebrews 10: 24; I Thessalonians 3: 1 – 5)
F. By showing affection and giving preference to your brother and/or sister in Christ (cf. Romans 12: 10 – “Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another;”)
CONCLUSION:

1. Tradition says that when the apostle John was too old to stand up and preach, he would sit before the audience and say, “Let us love one another, my children.” It is not difficult to give credence to this tradition in lieu of all the things John had to say about love.
2. This is the plea I make to my church family here at Orlinda, “Let us love one another!”
3. What is interested to me is the transformation that took place in the apostle’s life! He went from son of thunder to the apostle of love!
4. As God has shown love toward us, let us show love toward one another.                  (cf. I John 4: 11)
a. And how unworthy I am of God’s love.

b. If I think for a moment that someone doesn’t deserve my love, then I must ask myself, “Do I deserve God’s love?”
c. If God had waited until I deserved His love, He would never have loved me.

d. If I love only those who love me or who is good to me, then I am living by a standard that is no better than the world.

5. Let each one of us examine our lives and see if we truly love our brethren the same way God loves us!
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