Orlinda

September 14, 2008

“Jesus, Friend of Sinners”

Lesson Text: Matthew 9: 9 – 13

INTRODUCTION:

1. There are many titles for Jesus, such as Bread of Life, Lord of lords, King of kings, Almighty, etc., but the one title that I prefer the most is the one found in Matthew 11: 19 (cf. Luke 7: 34), “Friend of Sinners.”
2. Now, for some people the word “sinner” conjures up images of filthiness, dirt, and darkness. We think of people like Hitler, rapist, child predator, etc. And rightly so, because “sin” is not anything to sneeze at. From the Scriptures we learn that it can potentially damn our souls if a person continues in it. (cf. Romans 6: 23)

3. Who is a Sinner?

a. Anyone who has reached the age of accountability.

b. An understanding of what sin is! (cf. Acts 2: 37)

c. Makes a conscience choice to sin (cf. Matthew 6: 24; I John 3: 4)

4. But let us be honest, we are all sinners. (cf. Romans 3: 10; 23) No one is left out of the group picture. Some are lost sinners. Others are saved sinners. But one thing for certain … we are all sinners.
5. What is Sin?

            [Sin is defined as …]
a. Transgression of God’s law – I John 3: 4

b. Neglecting to do what is right – James 4: 17
c. Violating one’s conscience – Romans 14: 23
6. Here it is Friends and Family Day and the preacher is calling us “sinners.” No, that is not exactly correct – the Bible is calling us “sinners.”
7. But here is the good news – Jesus is a friend to sinners.

[This morning’s sermon will take a closer look at Jesus, Friend of Sinners. By the time this sermon is over I hope you will be able to say, “It was good to be here.”]

I. The Context

A. Jesus is walking by the Sea of Galilee near Capernaum and comes across a man named Levi. He is better known to us as Matthew.
B. Matthew was a tax-collector. Now, let me say a word or two about tax-collectors.

1. They were Jewish. The best recruits for the job in the eyes of the Romans were greedy Jews. (cf. I Timothy 6: 10) They chose gold over God, riches over righteousness, and money over the Master.
2. Next, they were employed by the hated, despised Roman government.

3. To the orthodox Jew a tax-collector was a traitor! Why? Emperor worship

4. They were also viewed as cheats – consider Zacchaeus in                 Luke 19: 1 – 10. Here is how it worked – the Roman government would let the tax-collectors bit on a territory. And of course, the highest bidder would win the territory. Then the Roman government would set a tax amount. The tax-collector could then demand (with the backing of the Roman muscle) as much money as he desired just as long as the Roman government got their slice of the pie. So as you might imagine tax-collectors were some of the richest people in Jerusalem at this time in history.

5. Tax-collectors were lumped with the worst kind of sinners! In short, I think it would be safe to say that tax-collectors were hated by the Jewish community.
a. They were disqualified as a witness or judge in the Jewish court.

b. They could not enter the synagogue.

C. For Jesus to have anything to do with a tax-collector is unthinkable.

1. This is why the self-righteous Pharisee asked Jesus’ disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”               (v. 11) You talk about tabloid news – here you have it! SCANDAL!
2. Later on in Matthew 11, they call him a “glutton and a drunk, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” (v. 19)
3. This was their way of labeling Jesus in order to keep Him at bay! Or, to attach little value to His self-worth.
a. We are guilty of such behavior on occasions. “Oh, he is a drunk!” “Oh, she is a loose woman!” “Oh, he cusses like a sailor!” “Oh, she is on welfare.”  “Oh, he is a preacher!” “Oh, the Church of Christ is a cult!” LABELS! 

b. The Pharisees had a spirit of scorn, selfishness, and superiority. They couldn’t deny His miracles, but questioned His morals.

4. When we see a person in sin there are three things we do not know:

a. First, we do not know how hard he or she tried not to sin.

b. Second, we do not know the power of the forces that assailed him or her.

c. Third, we do not know what we would have done in the same circumstances.

D. Here is what is interesting to me; the Pharisees meant it as an insult. Jesus saw it as a compliment. The idea of Jesus being a friend is awesome!
[That is the context. Now, let us notice some insights to identifying Jesus is a friend of sinners!]

II. Jesus Never Participated in the Sinner’s Ways

A. The Bible clearly teaches that He was without sin.                                          (cf. I Peter 2: 22 – 25)

1. Yes, He was tempted!

2. Yes, He could have sinned, BUT He did not sin!                                   (cf. Hebrews 4: 15)

B. He who knew no sin became sin so that we might be set free from our sins. (cf. II Corinthians 5: 21)

C. The church is called to separate, not to isolate from the world.                                (cf. Romans 12: 2. John 17: 6 – 19) Here is a very important principle: Presence does not necessarily mean participation! We need to harmonize I Corinthians 15: 33 with Luke 15: 2!
III. Jesus Associated with the Outcast – Matthew 9: 10
A. Jesus said it was the sick that need a physician! (cf. Matthew 9: 12) Jesus sought out sinners! (cf. Luke 19: 10) Principle: Love the Sinner – Hate the Sin!
B. Throughout the Gospel of John who get the sense that Jesus cared deeply about those whom no one else wanted anything to do with, like the woman at the well (cf. John 4) or the woman caught in adultery (cf. John 8).
C. I heard a story once about a woman of the world (a prostitute) who attended several worship assemblies at this particular church until some of the members complained to the preacher about her appearance and ungodly occupation and threaten to stop coming to church. So they asked him to let the woman know in a tactful way that she was not welcome in their worship! The preacher followed through on the unpleasant assignment. The woman of ill-repute responded by saying, “Sir, I know I’m a sinner, but isn’t there anywhere a sinner can go to worship the Lord?’
D. To a certain extent I think that was what Matthew had been dealing with. He had an ache in his heart, but had no where to go or no one who would reach out to him with friendship.

E. The church is not a trophy case, per se. Where we show off our righteousness, ala the rich man in Luke 18. The church does not consist only of the socially elite.
F. The church is a hospital for sinners. People with broken lives. No one is viewed as “worthless.” The blood shed on Calvary was shed for everyone!

G. I remember several years ago working as a Youth Minister in Florida for a congregation that was very much involved in the Bus Ministry. (Continue with the story ……) Highlights– 
· Playboy magazine, crawling between the pews, writing on the walls in the bathrooms, filthy language, fights, smelly, etc. 
· “The church was a cheap babysitter.” 

· “You know what you are … garbage collectors.” 
· “Church monkeys”

· “You stand at the door and you tell me which one should not come inside and I will take them back home.”

H. The church at Orlinda would like to say, “We are friends to sinners!”
I. Like the Statue of Liberty’s inscription –                                                                    “Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me.
I lift my lamp beside the golden door."
--- This is the church!!!

J. There is no self-righteousness here, just an invitation to joint a community of fellow sinners striving to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. (cf. II Peter 3: 18)
K. If the church isn’t willing to be around people who need Jesus, then how will they hear the good news of forgiveness, a home in heaven, and experience a changed life?

IV. Jesus Called the Sinner to Repentance – Matthew 9: 13
A. It needs to be understood that Jesus never condoned sin! He did come to initiate contact with the sinner. (cf. Philippians 2) 
B. Now there is a preacher’s word, “Repentance.”
C. No need to get intellectual on you this morning, but the word “repentance” in the Greek language means, “turn away”, “change of mind”, or “change of direction.”
D. I like this definition of repentance, “a change of mind, prompted by a change of heart, resulting in a change of life.”

E. It includes expressing regret for sin, but it is more than regret. It is a U-Turn in life. We have been going in the wrong direction. We have not been going God’s way. Instead, we have been going our own way. The way that leads to death. (cf. Proverbs 14: 12)

F. Did Matthew repent?

1. I believe he did! Most Bible scholars believe that Matthew gave up more to follow Jesus than any other disciple. I don’t know about that for sure, but I do know that he gave up a lot.

a. Jesus said, “23 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 24 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.” (cf. Luke 9: 23, 24) 

b. As long as we try to hold on to our past, as long as we try to stay in control, as long as we try to follow Jesus without giving up everything, we will not succeed.

2. Matthew did not hesitate to follow Jesus. When Jesus said, “Follow Me!” Matthew arose and followed Him. Note: Matthew was called to a relationship, not a religion. “Follow ME!”
3. Matthew did not just follow Jesus for a little while. He gave his life for Him!

4. And a direct result of his decision to do a U-Turn he gained clean hands (he could now look the world in the face), a new job (he did not leave his pen), a new family (he was never alone again), and immorality (eternal life).
CONCLUSION:

1. As we bring this sermon to a close let ask you a question, “Who do you identify with the most in the narrative?”
a. The Pharisees – who could not see the sinner as a friend? Or, even think of themselves as sinners.
b. Or, Jesus, friend of sinners?

2. I can tell you first hand that the Orlinda Church of Christ is a Friend of the divorced, fornicators, idolaters, drug addicts, robbers, homosexual, murders, adulterers, drunkards, etc. Not because we are better than anyone else, but because we know that it is by God’s grace that we are saved.                                 (cf. I Corinthians 15: 10) 

3. The Orlinda Church of Christ is a place where you can find healing!

4. If you want to be a friend of Jesus, then John 15: 14 says we must do whatever Jesus commands us to do.
5. Jesus is your friend! No greater love than this, than to lay down his life for his friends. (cf. John 15: 13)

6. ILLUSTRATION: “AS IS” Tag!
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