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“Horn Honkers”

Lesson Text: Philippians 2: 14, 15
INTRODUCTION:


1. ILLUSTRATION: The story is told about a woman who was broken down in a busy intersection. The man behind her started honking his horn out of frustration. The woman kept trying to start her staled car, but to no avail. Needless to say, this frustrated the impatience man even more, so he kept honking his horn. Finally, the woman got out of car went back to the man honking his horn and said, “Sir, if you would be so kind to see what is wrong with my car. I’ll stay with your car and continue honking the horn.”

2. “Horn Honkers” is the titled for this morning’s sermon. “Horn Honkers” symbolizes those people who constantly complain, chronic gripers, negative thinkers, fault-finders, gossiper, etc. I think you get the picture!
3. So as we begin this sermon, ask yourself, “Are you a horn-honker or a helper?”

I. (I think I would be amiss if I fail to say that there are actual times …) When Horn-Honking is RIGHT
A. It may surprise you to hear me say that there are actually times when horn-honking is right and necessary.

B. In truth, the horn on your car is a safety device.

C. It serves several purposes, such as …

1. To warn 

2. To awake

3. To avoid danger

D. So it is with the tongue …

1. We can warn (cf. Ezekiel 3: 17 – 21; II Timothy 4: 2 - 4)

2. We can awaken (cf. Galatians 6: 1; Romans 13: 11;                     Ephesians 5: 14)
3. We can help people to avoid danger (cf. I Peter 3: 15;                  Galatians 4: 16)

[But far too many people, yes even Christians, honk their figurative horns incessantly when it is not necessary. They complain virtually about everything … the weather, politics, health, relationships, and yes brethren.]

II. General Remarks

A. There are some people you are afraid to ask, “How are you doing?” because they will proceed to tell you of every problem they are facing in life.
B. Or, these people will commence to rip other people apart. 
1. They see everything through dirty glasses. 

2. The world isn’t going to the dogs – it has already taken place.

3. Things have never been as bad as they are NOW!

ILLUSTRATION: It is like the man I read about recently who attended a Men’s Business Meeting. He said, “Go ahead and make plans to do the work and I’ll tell you what is wrong with it.”
                  --- Often it is easier to honk your horn than to try to help start the  

                       car!]

C. What we need is balance!

1. There must be a happy medium between the chronic complainer and a giddy optimist.

2. The giddy optimist in case you are wandering what I am referring to is the type of person who sees things hunkie dory all the time. This is my friend is unrealistic! Just shouting that everything is “great, great, great” doesn’t make it so. 
[Now, let us look at some evils of “Horn-Honking!”]

III. Evils of Horn-Honking or Chronic Complaining

A. Destroys Confidence

1. A good example of this I believe is Paul and John Mark in                  Acts 15: 36 – 41.
a. Paul forgot where he came from. (cf. Acts 9: 1 – 31)

b. When a brother and/or sister does you wrong and/or disappoints you, then Matthew 18: 21 – 25 should come into play.

(1.) Go to him/her in private!
(2.) If there is no change and/or repentance then take two or three witnesses with you.

(3.) If that doesn’t work, then bring it before the church.

                     --- Keep in mind – this text is talking about someone “sinning 
                         against you”, not pettiness.

c. We need to careful when we seek to correct someone. 

(1.) If a child is corrected incessantly (this is not to say they    do not need correction), will most likely have to deal with self-esteem issues. A child should never think that their last name is “DON’T.” – Johnny DON’T! Sally DON’T! I have been told that for every negative comment you make to a child, seven positives remarks should be made.
(2.) Here is a simply experiment (please do not try this): If every time your dog came up to you wagging his/her tail and you hit him/her in the nose, then I dare say he/she will stop coming up to you. 
(3.) Here is a simple ditty: ENOUGH DIGS MAKES A GRAVE!

B. Causes Division 

1. Look at Acts 6: 1
a. The church was growing, but with this growth a congregational problem surfaced. It usually happens that way! DOGS DO NOT BARK AT TOMBSTONES!
b. The Grecian widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of goods.

                        --- A lot of church problems lend themselves to horn-honking.
2.   Listen to Proverbs 16: 28 – “28 A perverse man sows strife, 
                 And a whisperer separates the best of friends.”
      a. We must be careful here not to see everything in a negative 
light.
b. Especially, we should never “whisper” about others.

                        --- I have seen this scene played out over and over again on the 
                             playground or in the classroom. Someone lends over to whisper 
                             in someone’s ear about someone else. Ouch!

3.  Here is what I have noticed about people who are perpetual 
     complainers: They are usually trying to conceal their own   

      imperfections and fears. (cf. Romans 2: 1)

a. Beware of anyone who constantly sees faults in others, because they are most likely guilty of something. Often it is the same thing that they are complaining about! ISN’T THIS ODD?
b. And the pain they are experiencing they figure can only be processed through pointing a finger at someone else. Ala Eve & Adam (cf. Genesis 3: 11, 13)

4. Sometimes I think brotherhood newspaper have a tendency to complain about other brethren without proper investigation and/or motive This is called “Yellow Journalism” or “Poisonous Pens Syndrome.”
a. They claim to be “Guardians of the Truth”, but in reality they are “Guillotines of the Truth.”
b. This is where “Rumors” originate.
c. We must be about our Father’s Business, not the Brethrens’ Business.

5. Poem:

YOU NEVER KNOW

You never know what’s in the heart

Of any human soul;

Do not judge and criticize

Another person’s role.

There isn’t anyone alive

Who’s free from toil and trouble;

Even though you suffer pain,

Another’s may be double.

The person with the greatest grief

Doesn’t advertise;

Instead, he suffers silently

And never loudly sighs.

Next time you feel like judging 

By your words unkind,

Try to understand this one

With all your heart and mind.

C. Weakens One’s Faith

1. In fact, chronic criticism is usually a sign of a lack of faith.

2. Consider the 10 spies in Numbers 13
a. They saw themselves as grasshoppers in comparison to the giants in the land.

b. God was left out of the equation. 

D. Hampers Good Works

1. How many times have you heard someone say, “We cannot do that …” WHY? “Because we have never done that before.” It sounds legit, but this logic is like the one I heard from a father once, “Do not get into the water until you learn how to swim!”
a. If the work is scriptural and necessary, then go for it!

b. I am thankful that our forefathers did not think like this. If they had, then we would be without freedom today.

2. How many times have you heard someone say, “We cannot do that …” WHY? “Because we have done it before and it failed.”                       It sounds legit, but this logic is like this … if at first you don’t succeed, quit!”
a. Imagine how many things you would not have if someone quit after they tried something once … for example, electricity.

b. We need to learn from our mistakes and keep on, keeping on!

--- If we are not careful we could become like the man I heard about who was against everything. He attended a Men’s Business Meeting once and the proposal was made to hang a chandelier in the church foyer. The man immediately raised his hand in protest. “I am against it!” One of the men decided to challenge the man’s negativism. “Why are you against it?” “Well, I will be glad to tell you. I am against it for three reasons: First, no one knows how to spell the word, “chandelier.”, Second, I think it is unscriptural to have an instrument in the building, and Third, what we really need in the foyer is better lighting!”
3. Why do suppose Barnabas was considered a great servant in the early church?

a. Answer: He was a promoter of good works! 

b. And he gave of himself and possessions to support these good works. (cf. Acts 4: 32 – 37; 11: 22 – 30)

--- He was a HELPER not a HORN-HONKER!

ILLUSTRATION: The following conversation took place between a Georgia sheriff and a man who came to his office: “I want to find out who owns the house I live in,” the man said. “To whom do you pay rent?”, the sheriff asked. “Ain’t never paid none.” “How long have you been living there?”, the startled sheriff asked. “Nine years!”, the freeloader replied. “Well, then, what’s the problem?”, the sheriff wanted to know. “Well, the roof has started to leak, and if the landlord don’t fix it quick, I’m gonna move!”
4. Suggestion: Why not go to the elders often with suggestions, ideas, programs, ministries, etc. which will build up the church? Of course, do not do these things without being willing to do your part and give monetary to the work.

E. Condemns One’s Soul

1. Because of all the other evils already mentioned.

a. Destroys Confidence

b. Causes Division

c. Weakens One’s Faith

d. Hampers Good Works

2. Listen to the reading of these passages:

a. Leviticus 19: 16 – “16 You shall not go about as a talebearer among your people; nor shall you take a stand against the life of your neighbor: I am the LORD.”
b. Romans 1: 28 – 32  - “28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit,                          evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.”
c. Galatians 5: 19 – 21 – “19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”
d. Philippians 2: 14 – “14 Do all things without complaining and disputing,”
e. John 6: 43 – “43 Jesus therefore answered and said to them,        “Do not murmur among yourselves.”

f. Ephesians 4: 29 - “29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.”

g. Philippians 2: 3 -  “3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.”
3. Questions: 

a. Do you crave smut?

b. Are you a gossiper?

c. Do you enjoy hearing bad news about others?

d. Do you have a “National Inquirer” mentality?

CONCLUSION:

1. It is time to remember:

a. That we are one body (cf. Ephesians 4: 4)

b. That there should be no discord in the body of Christ                                     (cf. I Corinthians 12: 25)

c. That we need one another (cf. I Corinthians 12: 14 – 26)

d. That we need to be “eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (cf. Ephesians 4: 3)

e. That no one is perfect (cf. Romans 3: 10, 23)

f. That we need more HELPERS and less HORN-HONKERS!

2. Which are you, “A HORN-HONKER” or “HELPER?”
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