“Every Creature”

Lesson Text: Mark 16: 15, 16
Introduction:


It is a foregone conclusion that the church’s mission is to evangelize. Each gospel account underscores this fact.

· Matthew 28: 18 – 20

· Luke 24: 47 – 48

· John 20: 21

Note the wording of Matthew’s and Luke’s accounts:

· Matthew and Luke state that the church is to take the gospel “to all nations”. According to the internet there are 265 nations in the world.

In Mark’s account of the mission of the church he writes, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” Notice the progression from “all nations” to “all creatures.” According to the World Factbook, the world’s population has reached 6, 446, 131, and 400.  The world’s population has grown rapidly over the years. 
· In 1820 there were 1 billion on the earth

· 2 billion in 1930

· 3 billion in 1960

· 4 billion in 1974

· 5 billion in 1988

· And now in 2007 there are nearly 6 ½ billion people on the face of the earth.

Of these nearly 6 ½ billion people …………..
· 33.32 % are so-called Christians                   
· of which Roman Catholics make up of 16.9 %
· 5. 78% are Protestants

· 3.53 % are Orthodox

· 1.25 % are Anglicans

· 21.01 % are Muslims

· 13.26 % are Hindus

· 5.84 % are Buddhists 
· 0.23 % are Jews

· 11.77 % are Non-Religious

· 2.32 % are Atheists
So here we are in Orlinda, Tennessee with a mandate from our Lord to preach the gospel to every creature. WOW! I don’t know about you, but I am overwhelmed with the enormity of our task. It is like trying to put the Atlantic Ocean in a thimble. 


How is this to be done? Preach the gospel to “Every Creature!”
 When I originally contemplated the enormity of our mission, I thought --------- MASS EVANGELISM!       
· Rent the Goodyear Blimp and fly over every city, every country, every village, etc. and have the plan of salvation flashing on the side of the Blimp.

· Or, air lifts Bibles into various secluded places. 

· Or, perhaps drop gospel tracts out of airplanes, like a ticket-tape parade
· Or, pay for some air time on TV even though it would be very expensive and tell people about Christ’s saving grace

· Or, well you brain-storm the possibilities

Without a doubt all these ways of reaching every creature are grand ideas, but it occurred to me that perhaps the most effective way would be … you and I reaching those closest to us with the gospel. Every creature can be reached with the gospel one soul at a time! It is like a journey of a thousand miles begins with one step.
So how do we do it? One soul at a time. Of course motivation is a key. We must feel compelled to preach the gospel to our neighbors, acquaintances, strangers, etc. Let me suggest to you three realities that will get you over the top. Three realities that will compel and propel you to reach every creature one soul at a time.
I. A Sense of a Call from God!

A. If the president of the United States called you to do something to save our country, I would like to think you would do it in a heartbeat. 

B. We have received a call from the Almighty, the one who created the world and everything in it, the Sovereign Lord to articulate the message of salvation to a lost and dying world. (Romans 8: 30; I Thessalonians 5: 24; Acts 1: 8)
C. We should be like the apostle Paul who said, “Woe into if I do not preach the gospel!” (I Corinthians 9: 16)

II. A Passion for Lost Souls

A. When I use the word “passion” I am thinking of an overwhelming sense of action or drive. 

B.  This passion is found in the heart of Jeremiah in             Jeremiah 20: 9, “Then I said, “I will not make mention of Him, nor speak anymore in His name.” But His word was in my heart like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I was weary of holding it back, and I could not.”

C. Do you have an enthusiasm for lost souls? Do you have extreme emotion of urgency to spread the gospel to a lost world?

1. Paul did! Listen to his words in Romans 9: 1 – 3, “I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh.”
2. Again, Paul in Romans 10: 1, “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved.” Do we pray for lost souls? Is it our heart’s desire to see our family members saved? Do we long to share the gospel with our fellow Americans?
III. Awareness and Belief that God will Help You!

A. When Jesus gave His disciples their marching orders He said, “And lo, I am with you ALWAYS!” (Matthew 28: 20)

B. We are partnership with God in the effort to preach the gospel to every creature. (II Corinthians 6: 1)
C. It should bring us great comfort in knowing that we have the best working along aside us.
ILLUSTRATATION: What if Bill Gates took you in business with him? He told you to undertake a project and said do not worry whatever it takes to get the job done; I will finance your need. How would that make you feel?
D. God went on record as saying, “I will give the increase! All I ask of you is to plant the seed (the gospel - Luke 8: 11) and water the seed, and I will take care of the harvest. I am the Lord of the Harvest.” (I Corinthians 3: 6; Matthew 9: 38)

Conclusion:


So what we have are three realities that when properly embraced will compel and propel us preach the gospel to one soul at a time. They are (1.) A Sense of Call from God, (2.) A Passion for Lost Souls, and (3.) Awareness and Belief that God Help You. Do not focus on the enormity of the mission; just remember Every Creature is reached one soul at a time.
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