Series:                                                                                                                  Lesson
  “Grace”                                                                                                                 #

“Dispensers of Grace”

Lesson Text: I Peter 4: 7 – 11
Introduction:


We shall continue our look at the subject of “Grace” this morning. In case you are interested, we only have a few more lessons in this Sermon Series.


Today’s study will deal with the Christian’s responsibility of being a good steward of God’s grace. I have entitled my sermon “Dispensers of Grace.”

Look with me at our lesson text again – I Peter 4: 7 – 11

Peter’s remarks here are dominated by the conviction that the end of all things is near! This conviction is consistent with that of the apostle Paul. Paul admonished the Roman Christians to wake out of their sleep for the night is far spent and the day is at hand (Romans 13: 12). In Philippians 4: 5 he writes, “The Lord is at hand.”


James, the brother of our Lord, concurred with Peter and Paul when he wrote, “The coming of the Lord is at hand.” (James 5: 8)

John says that the days in which his people are living are the last hour                  (I John 2: 18).


It is obvious to Peter that Christ’s return was imminent. He probably thought like most Christians in the First Century did that Jesus would return in their generation. From the vantage point of history, we know He didn’t. Yet, it is important to note that statements such as the ones we just read became unquestioned parts in the New Testament documents. The clear conclusion is that the people of the early church still believed these words to be true!

The simple fact is that behind this conviction is one inescapable and most personal truth. For every one of us the time is near! The one thing that can be said of every man is that he will die. For every one of us the Lord is at hand!


When a man or woman realizes the nearness of Jesus, he/she is bound to commit himself/herself to a certain kind of life. In view of that nearness Peter makes four (4) demands.

1. He says that we must be steady in mind (v. 7). – “Preserve your sanity”

2. He says that we must be sober in mind (v. 7). – “Preserve your sobriety”

3. He says that we must do this in order to pray as we ought (v. 7). – “Preserve your supplications”

4. He says we must cherish for each other a love that is constant and intense           (v. 8) – “Preserve your sharing”

It’s of great interest and significance to note that Peter does not use his conviction “that Christ is at hand” to urge men to withdraw from the world and enter into a monastic life-style. He uses this conviction to urge his readers to go into the world and serve their fellow men. As Peter sees it, a man will be happy if the end finds him, not living as a hermit, but out in the world serving his fellow men. We must live like there is NO TORMORROW.
Peter now moves from the general to the specific, from preaching to application. How can one serve?

· Verse 9 – By practicing hospitality without grumbling

· Verse 10 - And by being “good stewards” of God’s varied grace or as the NASB says “manifold grace.”
*** Here is where want to concentrate this morning – verse 10.
What can we learn from this verse about the grace of God? Answer: in my opinion at least three (3) things:

#1 – Christians are identified as “stewards.”
a.) What is a “steward”?

(1.) Someone who has been entrusted with another’s possessions.

(2.) Webster: “manager; one who actively directs the affairs of another”

(3.) The idea is found in Matthew 20: 8; I Corinthians 4: 1, 2;                           Luke 16: 2 - 4

b.) All that we have comes from above (James 1: 7).

c.) God has simply loan or placed us in charge of His possessions                        (Matthew 25: 14 – 30). 

d.) Therefore, every thing that a Christian does should always be done with the Master’s interests at heart.
#2 – Every Christian has at least one “gift.” (cf. Romans 12: 3, 6)
a.) Do not be frightened by that word “gift.”
b.) When you see or hear the word “gift” do not think automatic in terms of miraculous gifts much like some people do with the words “spirit” = Holy Spirit Baptism; or “law” = “law of Moses”.

c.) Even though there is strong evidence to indicate “the miraculous” here in verse 10.

d.) Now, I am not going to give you a dissertation on the word “gift.”

1.) But I will say all “gifts” are by grace (Romans 12: 6). 

2.) I like to think of the word “gift” in the context of the Christian experiences as a Spirit given ability for Christian service. Or, to put it another way “the ability given by the Holy Spirit to express our faith effectively (in word or deed) for strengthening of someone’s faith.” Look at Romans 1: 11, 12 to understand how gifts work.
3.) At baptism, God incorporates us into the Body of Christ (the church). He places us in a community relationship with all believers and we share a common life in Christ. We are not meant to be passive participants.

4.) There are two major listings of gifts in the New Testament:

(a.) I Corinthians 12: 8 – 10; 28 – 30 – I believe the ones mentioned here are primarily miraculous.

(b.) Romans 12: 3 – 8 – I believe the ones mentioned here are identifiable today.

5.) Peter narrows all gifts down into two broad categories (verse 11):

(a.) Speaking gifts

(b.) Serving gifts

6.) It is important that you figure out what your “gift” is, because it is through that “gift” that the grace of God is dispensed to others. However do not put undue pressure on yourself to discover your gift. God will reveal it to you through life experiences.
7.) Other metaphors of the same idea are Light, Salt, Leaven, Letters, etc. The idea here is to penetrate!

8.) Look with me at Romans 12: 3 – 8 – Satan would like nothing more than to convince you that you are “useless.”
(a.) Notice that all these “gifts” must be used with the proper motivation (I Corinthians 13: 1 – 3). There is no need for boasting! We receive equal benefit from using our gifts to God’s glory. We are doing what we like; therefore do not think of yourself more highly than you ought to think (Romans 12: 3). Your gift is from grace and grace is the unmerited favor of God (cf. Deut.8: 17). So where is there room to brag?
(b.) Are you functioning in the Body of Christ?

(c.) You can not sit back and let others do the work!

ILLUSTRATION: Have you heard the story about the boy on the high school football squad who never put his heart into the game. One day his coach inquired of him. “If our team had the ball on the one-yard line, with only one play left, what would you do?” The boy replied, “I’d move to the end of the bench so I could get a better view.” How easy, compelling at times, especially in our culture, to run from involvement to “sit at the end of the bench” for a better view.

(d.) Listen to this poem:

“There’s a clever young fellow named Somebody Else –

There’s nothing this fellow can’t do.

He’s busy from morning ‘til way late at night

Just substituting for you.
“When asked to do this or asked to do that 

So often you’re set to reply:

‘Get Somebody Else, Mr. Deacon – 

He’ll do it much better than I.’
“There’s so much to do in our church 

So much, and the workers are few. 

And Somebody Else gets weary and worn

Just substituting for you.

“So next time you’re asked to do something worthwhile 

Come up with this honest reply:

‘If Somebody Else can give time and support, 

It’s obviously true, so can I.’”

#3 – Finally, all gifts are for the benefit of others and for God’s glory.


a.) For Others
(1.) Notice I Corinthians 12: 7, “To each given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”

(2.) We do not use our gifts for profit like Simon the Sorcerer attempted to do in Acts 8.

(3.) We strengthen others by our gifts so that their faith will not give way in time of trouble (cf. II Corinthians 1: 3) Human nature is more prone to tear down than it is to build up! The path of less resistance leads to grumbling, unjust criticism, and gossip.

(4.) We have what it takes to get the job done (v. 11)!

(5.) No need for individual performances. We are to be “team players”. ILLUSTRATION:
When I was a young boy I use to lead a song, “Nothing but the Blood of Jesus”. Everyone in the congregation had their hymnals opened to the song before I even announced it. I typically stood there and eventually opened my mouth with just a sound and something wonderful happen, everybody in the congregation started singing and wow it was beautiful and harmonious. It was an example of life in the Body of Christ, enabling one another to sing the tune Christ has given us!

(6.) We use our talents; our abilities; our gifts to build up the body (Ephesians 4: 12, 16).
(7.) No room for jealousy and envy

(8.) Stop comparing yourself with others – JUST BE YOU!
            b.) For God’s Glory
                  (1.) We always give God the glory for whatever good we accomplish.
                  (2.) No need to take a curtain bow – we are what we are because of God’s   

                         grace (I Corinthians 15: 10).
(4.) Peter here echoes Jesus’ words in Matthew 5: 16 and Paul’s in                     I Corinthians 10: 31, “Whether therefore rather you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”
Conclusion:


When we stand before God on the Day of Judgment, we will not be praised for the size of our house; the chrome on our cars; the size of our salaries; the far & wideness of our fame. But we will be praised if we answer this question correctly, “Did you faithfully use your talents I gave you?” 
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