“Attending the School of Hard Knocks”
Lesson Text: Genesis 18: 14
INTRODUCTION: 


Every living soul attends the School of Hard Knocks. I often thought perhaps babies do not attend the SHK, but they actually do. You see, the SHK is about life. And who can deny that babies are very much alive. Just experience a two o’clock feeding and you will know what I am talking about. Amen?


The SHK has as its school colors “black and blue.” And the school’s yell is “OUCH!” Basically, what I am trying to tell you is this (not to sound completely negative) life is full of surprises. And they all relate to one thing “CHANGE”!

How a person handles changes in his or her life time will determine his or her eternal destiny, assuming they have reached the age of accountability! Change is constant. Take for example the changes that have taken place since 1945, a little over than 50 years ago, TV, penicillin, polio shots, frozen foods, Xerox, plastic, contact lenses, credit cards, pantyhose, etc.

Change can be good, but it also can be bad! Try to imagine if everything was the same all the time. Wearing the same clothes, eating the same food day in and day out, doing the same routines, etc, how exciting would that be? As much as some people may hate change, it is essential to progress.


Some changes are devastating, such as the death of a love one, losing your job after working at the same place for 30 years, going through a divorce, aging, poor health, Alzheimer, disappointed by a friend (Zechariah 13: 6), cancer,  etc. It is how we respond to these changes that determine our eternal destiny. Satan often times (not all the time) is responsible for these changes. It is his way of trying to destroy our faith. Is this not the message of the book of Job?


This sermon’s purpose is to help you to make good grades at the SHK and graduate to glory. Here are some things you must do to accomplish the before mentioned purpose. We will look at Abraham as an example of one who went through several life changes and how he dealt with them.

I. Abraham’s Complete Trust in the Lord (Genesis 12)

A. God said move! 
1. Some 600 miles from Ur of Chaldeans to Hebron – no moving van, no mass transportation, etc.

2. Completely unfamiliar territory

B. Abraham doesn’t question God!

1. He walked by faith and not by sight (II Corinthians 5: 7).

2. He did not exemplify a suspicious, closed, resistant, or stubborn mind.

C. Now keep in mind Abraham did not have a clue at this time where his journey of faith would take him. He simply trusted in the Lord.
1. We have the advantage of a finished story.

2. It would be easy to say, “Well, of course, Abraham should not stress out over what God asked him to do!”

3. If you think like this, then let ask you, “Why did get so stressed out this past week over your finances?”

D. Letting go of what is familiar to us is not easy to do.

1. We like routines. Same old, same old … is not all that bad!

2. I like the light bulb joke, “How many people does it take to change a light bulb? Answer: Four. One to change the bulb, and three to reminisce about how good the old light bulb was!

II. Abraham’s Total Commitment to the Lord (Genesis 22)
A. God commanded Abraham to offer up his son, Isaac, as a human sacrifice.

1. This command went against logic, love and law.

2. Change often does not make sense to us. How can anyone explain the death of little child?
B. Change always cost us something!

1. It may cost us time.

2. It may cost us money.

3. It may cost us our health.

4. It may cost us a valued relationship.

C. Another thing, keep in mind that all change is not gradual. Change can take place in a split second. Job is a case study of this truth.

D. All change has a divine purpose – the salvation of our souls!

III. Abraham’s Self-Denial to the Lord (Genesis 13)

A. No one likes to submit to change, because often time it means that we are not what we are suppose to be.

1. Self improvement courses, like weight watchers!

2. The hardest thing to change is a habit! First we form our habits and then our habits form us.

(a.) I have been told that it takes 30 days to change a habit.

(b.) This is why it is important to start early developing good habits. (Ecclesiastes 12: 1)

B. If you think it through, repentance is about change! (Luke 13: 3, 5;                   Acts 3: 19; 17: 30)
C. If you change your perspective on life, then you can handle life changes a lot better.

1. God is control! (Romans 8: 28) There is a silver lining behind every cloud.

2. God will provide! (Philippians 3: 19)

3. This earth is not my home. (I Peter 2: 11, 12)

D. Abraham did not think of himself … he thought of what God wanted him to do.

1. He also demonstrated this attitude in his dealings with his nephew Lot. (Genesis 13 – note especially v. 8)

2. Dying to self means giving up one’s rights. (Philippians 2: 1 – 5)

CONCLUSION:


The classes who have to take in the SHK are not easy. You have to prepare yourself to pass every course by following the example of Abraham (or men and women of faith both in the Bible and in the church of today), but it is possible to pass every class. The lessons you receive at this institution of higher learning are invaluable, such as patience, spiritual maturity, dependence upon God, peace, joy, contentment, insight into servitude, etc. 

I heard someone say recently, “What is wrong with America is that it has become too soft.” We do not know how to handle hard knocks. Think about it … isn’t it through struggle that we grow the fastest? Think of our forefathers and the many hardships they had to endure. Who would argue with the fact that our nation is a great nation partly because of the struggles our forefathers went through? Today is so different! We witness people folding when hardship strikes. Why? One answer is because they did not walk in the footsteps of Abraham. Maybe they do not even know Jesus as their personal Savior and have not made Him the Lord of their lives.
Parents do not shield your children from every hardship. I know some hardships should be avoided, but to smother your children is a grave mistake.

In closing please understand you will probably flunk some classes at the SHK, but do not drop out of school. Just simply learn from your failures and press on to the mark of the high calling in Christ Jesus. Experience is the greatest teacher in the world, but her lessons are the hardest. 
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