Series:                                                                                                            Lesson

  “Theme for 2008”                                                                                            #3

“A Great Church is an Awe-Filled Church”

Lesson Text: Acts 2: 43

INTRODUCTION:

1. In keeping with our theme for 2008, “Strive to be GREAT in 2008”, let us continue our study on what it takes to be a GREAT CHURCH.

2. As a reminder, this desire to be a GREAT CHURCH is only based on bringing GLORY to GOD.

3. This morning lesson is entitled, “A Great Church is an Awe-Filled Church”.

I. What is meant By “Awe-Filled”?
A. Some brethren upon hearing this phrase might think in terms of Pentecostalism. 

1. A lot of hooping and howling, rolling in the aisles, etc. 

2. Being overwhelmed with emotions to the degree that strange and bizarre things take place like running frantically around the building. This is called “being slain by the Holy Spirit.”
B. The word “awe”, according to Mr. Webster, means                                       “1. A mixed feeling of reverence, fear, and wonder, caused by something majestic, sublime, sacred, etc. 2. The power to inspire intense fear or fearful reverence.”

C. We use the word “awe” to express a feeling about something extraordinary quickly. AWESOME, MAN! REALLY AWESOME! In some ways I think the word “awesome” has become commonplace.
D. I realize there is a danger in placing too much value on feelings. 

1. For example, the apostle Paul persecuted the Christians with a clear conscience. (Acts 23: 1)

2. Also, do not forget the passage in Proverbs, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.” (14: 12)

3. But to deny that feelings have a place in religion is equally as dangerous.

a. Part of acceptable worship is based on feelings … look at                 John 4: 24. (cf. Matthew 15: 8)
b. Who can ignore the joy associated with salvation?                            (cf. Acts 8: 39)

c. To a certain extend our effectiveness as Christians stem from the confidence we have in Christ Jesus. Consider Paul’s words in II Timothy 1: 12!

E. Bottom-line: Our attitudes affect our relationship with God                                    (cf. Proverbs 23: 7), especially our attitude toward God.

[What you see in our lesson text is a church that had the right attitude to enable them to see God. It is my prayer that the Orlinda church will be that kind of church.]

II. How Does the Orlinda Church Become an “Awe-Filled” Church?
A. By preparing our hearts! 

1. Notice verse 42: “And they (the 3,000 souls which were baptized –             v. 41) continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.”
2. What happen in verse 42 had a direct bearing on verse 43!

3. How does one prepare his/her heart to be awe-filled?

a. By being consistent! – “continued steadfastly”
(1.) “Continue” carries the idea of follow through or enduring. (cf. Matthew 10: 22) Completing the task; neither hot or cold just lukewarm (Revelation 3: 15, 16).
(2.) “Steadfastly” means “no wavering, firm”.
(3.) These 3,000 souls did not stagnate or become fickle in following Christian disciplines.

b. “Apostles’ doctrine”

(1.) The things Jesus commissioned the apostles to teach others to observe. (Matthew 28: 20)
(2.) The first principles. (Hebrews 5: 12)

(3.) What we read in the New Testament! (cf. II John 9)
c. “Fellowship”

(1.) Being together as often as possible. (cf. Acts 5: 42)
(2.) Sharing of one’s life with a brother and/or sister in the Lord. (cf. Galatians 6: 2)
(3.) Oneness – in purpose, judgment, mind, and speech!                  (cf. I Corinthians 1: 10)

d. “Breaking of bread”

(1.) This is more than fellowship or eating together. Question: “Why mention “fellowship” twice?” Different in verse 46!
(2.) This is the Lord’s Supper. (cf. Acts 20: 7)

(3.) This is worship. (cf. John 4: 24)

(4.) Reflecting upon what Jesus did for us!

e. “Prayers”

(1.) Talking to God! (cf. I Thessalonians 5: 17) - individually
(2.) Joint prayers (cf. Acts 12: 5, 12) - collectively
B. By seeing God for who He is …

1. How do you see God?

a. Celestial Policeman

b. Old Gray Haired Man in the Sky

c. Doting Grandfather

d. Pale Galilean

e. It is my prayer that you would see God as AWESOME!

2. There are many titles for God in the Bible.

a. Creator (Isaiah 40: 12, 22, 26)

b. Judge (Psalm 96: 10, 13)

c. King (Psalm 47: 2, 7, 7)

d. Shepherd (Genesis 49: 24; Psalm 23: 1)

e. Father (Matthew 6: 26)

 [Really there is no way to really understand God to the fullest. He is off the charts. But I keep coming back to the word AWESOME.]

3. The AWESOMENESS of God is based on the following …

a. His works …

(1.) Creation (Genesis 1: 1; Psalm33: 6-9; Hebrews 1: 3 - sustainer)

(2.) Listen to Isaiah 40: 12 – 31
(3.) Listen to Job 38: 4 – 11
(4.) I have been privilege to witness some of God’s handiworks, such as the Grand Canyon and Yosemite National Park.

b. His attributes …

(1.) Eternal (Isaiah 57: 15)
(2.) Infinite (I Kings 8: 27)

(3.) Omnipotence (Jeremiah 32: 17, 27)

(4.) Omnipresence (Psalm 139: 7 – 12)

(5.) Omniscience (I John 3: 20)

(6.) Unchangeable (Hebrews 13: 8)

c. His ways …

(1.) Perfect (Psalm 18: 30)

(2.) Not like man (Isaiah 55: 8, 9)

(3.) Just and true (Revelation 15: 3)

[There is no god like Jehovah! (cf. Deuteronomy 33: 26; Isaiah 40: 18, 25)]

4. God is NOT HUMAN!

a. This is probably the number one problem we face in the world.

b. It is “Hallowed be Thy Name” not “Harold be Thy Name”.

c. In an attempt to make God personal (which I think is good to a degree – incarnation), we have reduced Him down to an ordinary Joe.

(1.) Like one man said in his prayer, “Daddy O”.

(2.) Bulletin articles comparing God to “Pam Am”, “Coke”, “Bayer Aspirin”, “Food”, “Life Buoy Soap”, etc.
(a.) At first glance, one might say but, “Terry, doesn’t Jesus refer to Himself as a door, vine, light, etc.?”

(b.) Yes, but in the first place, realize that was Jesus.

(c.) Secondly, understand an over usage of anything (rather innocence or not) is not smart, i.e. water.

d. This lack of respect for God and His word has lead to unparallel decadence in our society. (cf. Romans 3: 10 – 18)

(1.) The fear of the Lord is the “beginning of knowledge”.         (Proverbs 1: 7)

(2.) Where is the fear (respect)?

C. By sensing His presence in our lives!

1. This is critical … do you sense the presence of God in your life?

a. I know God is Spirit, thus making it hard for us to relate to His presence.

b. But, do not forget those things I mentioned earlier, such as His works. (Psalm 19: 1)

2. God does make His presence known!

a. Success stories (healing of cancer, babies, conversions, etc.) … God! This is called “providence”. (cf. Romans 8: 28)
b. Discipline (Hebrews 12: 5 – 11)

3. And what is our response to the presence of God? Is it “AH!” or is it “AWE”?

a. Look at David in Psalm 111 & 66 – PRAISE!

b. Look at priests in I Kings 8: 10, 11 – REFLECTION!
c. Look at Moses in Exodus 3: 1 – 6 – FEAR!

d. Look at Isaiah in Isaiah 6 – HUMILITY & OBEDIENCE!

4. When we assemble together for worship we should sense God’s presence! (cf. Matthew 18: 20)

a. How do you enter the auditorium?

(1.) Hopefully, not like toy soldiers. Reverence is not based on form, per se. Or, making our worship similar to a funeral service.

(2.) However, with that said, it is important that we do not make our time together a free for all either. 

(3.) There must be a happy medium. BALANCE!
(4.) Prior to the official beginning of the worship (when the announcer makes his way to the front of the auditorium) let me suggest that you spent a few minutes in prayer or thumbing through a hymnal or looking through the Psalms or mediate on the character of God or _______________________.
(5.) Also, consider arriving early if possible. This will help you considerably to get in a worshipful mood.

b. What will this look like in our … 
(1.) Singing?

(2.) Lord’s Supper?

(3.) Prayer?

(4.) Preaching?

(5.) Giving?

c. When you leave the assemblies are you able to say, “I sense God’s presence today!”
CONCLUSION:

1. Being an Awe-Filled Church means that we have transcended our earthly view and have caught a glimpse of the eternal glory of the living God. 

2. It means that we have caught a vision of His greatness, power, and love. This is the kind of atmosphere where God begins to work His power!

3. And do you know what, when we become an Awe-Filled Church, then souls will be brought to the Lord; because this is what Awe-Filled Churches do … they share the gospel with others.

4. Hymn: OUR GOD IS AN AWESOME GOD …
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