Series:                                                                                                                    Lesson

 “Strive to be Great in 2008”                                                                                  #6

“A Great Church is a Purpose-Driven Church”

Lesson Text: Ephesians 2: 10; 3: 21
INTRODUCTION:

1. I failed to bring you a lesson on our theme for 2008 on the first Sunday of this month, therefore, I will bring a lesson on our theme this morning

2. In case you have been our town for the past six months – our theme for 2008 is “Strive to be Great in 2008.”
3. We have been looking at various characteristics of a Great Church. Actually, what we have learned in this Sermon Series is this a Great Church consist of Great Christians.
a. How many times have you heard the old adage, “A Chain is just as Strong as it Weakness Link”?
b. Well the same principle holds true concerning the church. The church is just as strong as its weakness member.

c. You make the church what it is …

4. So for this morning let us consider the lesson, “A Great Church is a Purpose-Driven Church!”

I. What does the phrase “Purpose-Driven” mean?

A. Purpose is defined as “that which a person sets before himself as an object to be reached or accomplished; the end or aim to which the view is directed in any plan, measure or exertion.” 
B. Everything has a purpose, let me illustrate … this pen has a purpose. It is to write, not to open aluminum cans.

C. A Purpose-Driven Church is a church which understands why they are here! (cf. Ephesians 3: 21)They move toward that goal or aim in everything they think, say, and do!

II. What is Our Purpose as a Church?
[In actuality our purpose as a church is the same as our purpose as Christian.}

A. Without purpose we simply “hold services.” We drift aimless on a lazy river.
B. We are all driven either by design or default.

1. We either live for the purpose that God designed us for.

2. Or, we live according to the demands of our schedule and the expectations of others.

C. A purpose-driven life has several benefits, such as …

1. Reducing frustration – by knowing our purpose, you can reduce meaningless work.

2. Increase concentration – purpose allows us to focus. It keeps us on track. You do not have time to do everything. Besides everything is not even worth doing! Amen?

3. Increase motivation – when you know what God wants you to do you get excited! I am convinced that a lot Christians slash churches are so relaxed or complacent with their Christianity, because they do not know WHY they are Christians. They think Christianity consist of … going to church, giving their loose change to the work of the church, praying before every meal, and treating their fellowman fairly. A lot Christians know HOW they became Christians, but do not know WHY they are Christians!!!
ILLUSTRATION: The story is told of a time when Ulysses S. Grant was being introduced to golf by this Scotsman. The Scotsman placed his gold ball on the tee, addressed the golf ball, and swung away only to miss the golf ball completely and picking a lot of turf and dirt which landed in President Grant’s beard. The Scotsman repeated this routine six times upon which after the six seeming futile swing the President said, “There seems to be a fair amount of exercise in this game, but I fail to see the purpose of the gold ball.” Oh, how it is so for a lot of people, they swing wildly away at life, but completely miss the whole purpose for which God created them.
D. What is your purpose in life? What makes you get up in the morning? 

[I’m sure the answer to these questions vary from person to person depending on your orientation and/or perspective on life. But allow me to share with you a few things that people see as their sole purpose in life.]

1. Making a living – not bad considering such passages as                                              II Thessalonians 3: 10 and I Timothy 5: 8.

a. But there is more to life than just making money!

b. The danger here is the potential of falling in love with money.                                (cf. I Timothy 6: 10)

2. Having a good time – nothing wrong with a “good time” provided it isn’t at the expense of profaning God. (cf. II Timothy 3: 4;                         I Timothy 5: 6)

3. Popularity – again nothing wrong with wanting to be liked by your peers, but when your own aim in life is to gain popularity from others then you have put your friends ahead of Christ.                            (cf. John 12: 42, 43; III John 9 (Diotrephes))

E. So what is your Purpose?

[It is far greater than your own personal fulfillment, your peace of mind, or even your happiness. It’s far greater than your family, your career, or even your wildest dreams and ambitions. If you want to know why you were placed on this planet, you must begin with God. You were born by His purpose and for His purpose. This is what it means to be a Purpose-Driven Church.]

1. Remember – it is not within man to direct his own footsteps.                                           (cf. Jeremiah 10: 23)

2. We are in the very hands of God. (cf. Job 12: 10)
3. If you continue to look within yourself to find your answer for why you are here on planet earth, then you will continue to come to a dead-end. START WITH GOD!

4. Stop speculating why you are here – look to revelation – the Bible. (cf. II Timothy 3: 16, 17)
5. Listen to the reading of Ephesians 1: 11, 12 as I read it from the Message Bible: “It's in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for. Long before we first heard of Christ and got our hopes up, he had his eye on us, had designs on us for glorious living, part of the overall purpose he is working out in everything and everyone.”
[These verses tell us three things …]

a. You discover your identity and purpose through a relationship with Jesus Christ. This deals with becoming a child of God.          H-B-R-C-B

b. God was thinking of you long before you ever thought about Him. His purpose for your life predates your conception.                 (cf. Jeremiah 1: 5) You may choose your career, your spouse, your hobbies, your food, etc., but you don’t get to choose your purpose.

c. The purpose of your life fits into a much larger, cosmic purpose that God has designed for eternity. The salvation of souls!

6. Consider Ephesians 2: 10 – “For we are God's handiwork (masterpiece), created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

a. You were created to bring glory to God!                                           (cf. I Corinthians 10: 31; Colossians 3: 17)
b. You were not created just to pay taxes and one day die.

c. Life is just a dress rehearsal. What lies beyond is ETERNITY!

III. How do WE Become a Purpose-Driven Church?

A. Give up any goal, aim, or dream that leaves God out! 

1. Listen to Paul in Philippians 3: 4 – 11 – “4 though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; 6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 
7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.”
2. Paul realized that without Christ in his life everything was senseless – prestige, power, possessions, etc.

3. You can become the President of the United States of America or what ever floats your boat and without Christ at the center of your life it means absolutely NOTHING! (cf. Matthew 16: 24)
4. A lot of people pursue the American dream and come up                empty-handed and I will tell you why … look at James 4: 1, 2 – “1 Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures.”

B. Live each day for Christ! (cf. Philippians 1: 21)

1. Incorporate Him into your daily conversation

2. Spend time in the reading of His word

3. Talk to Him often – conversational prayer

4. Cherish every moment you have with fellow Christians

5. Sacrifice what ever is necessary to allow Him to be Lord of your life. Paul dramatizes this when he gave up so much to “know Christ.” It was Jesus who said, “23 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily  and follow Me. 24 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. 25 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost? 26 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels.” – Luke 9: 23 – 26

6. Most importantly – use your talents to advance the borders of the Lord’s kingdom. (cf. Matthew 25: 31 – 46)
C. Forget the past and live in the present! (cf. Philippians 3: 13) Guilt can and will often restrict our purpose for living. 

1. I’m sure Paul had recurring thoughts about the death of Stephen in Acts 7, but he did not allow Satan to steal his joy.

2. When you think about it we have all made some foolish mistakes in life. We have shamed our family, friends, and our Lord. But we must remember the blood of Christ is powerful enough to take away the filthiest sin. (cf. I Corinthians 6: 11; I John 1: 7 – 10) Jeremiah 31: 34 says that God will remember our sins no more. WOW!
D. Understand that this world is not our home!

1. We were created for a heavenly destination.

2. Everything here on earth will be burned up! (cf. II Peter 3: 10)

3. Lay up treasures in heaven where moth and rust do not corrupt our treasures or thieves break in and steal our possessions.                               (cf. Matthew 6: 19, 20) You cannot lay up treasures in heaven by keeping 164 hours of the week for yourself and give God at best 4 hours of your time a week. (Matt’s story … clothing)
4. Oh by way, persecution and hardships will come in this life, but again remember this world is not your home, you are just passing through.

a. Use every tragedy to let your light shine before your fellow man.

b. Know that in your weakness you made strong.                                              (cf. II Corinthians 12: 10) It is in our weakness that you realize that we need God in our lives.
CONCLUSION:

1. I want to close by asking you again, “What is your purpose in life? Why are here on planet earth?” I hope that after this sermon you know the correct answer to those questions.
2. A GREAT CHURCH is a PURPOSE-DRIVEN CHURCH!

3. If you are wandering, “Is there more to life than what I am experiencing?”, then know this … THERE IS AND HIS NAME IS JESUS! 
I Timothy 6: 11 – 16 – “11 But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 I urge you in the sight of God who gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus who witnessed the good confession before Pontius Pilate, 14 that you keep this commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing, 15 which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen.”

4. Are you a Christian? If you died this day, would you know your eternal destiny? 
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