Orlinda

July 6, 2008

“A Great Church is a Bible Believing Church”

Lesson Text: II Timothy 3: 16, 17
INTRODUCTION:

1. It is the first of the month and it is time for another lesson on our theme for 2008, which is “Strive to be Great in 2008.”

2. I hope you will keep our congregational goals in mind as we close out the latter part of 2008. 

a. I will publish them in the bulletin this coming week as a reminder.

b. Remember our congregational goals help us to focus on our theme.

3. True Greatness comes through submitting to our Lord’s commands.

4. This morning’s lesson is entitled, “A Great Church is a Bible Believing Church.”

[I almost heard a unison response, “Duhhhh!” This is truly is a no-brainer. But before we get too cocky let us ask some simple questions, like …]

I. What does it mean to be a Bible Believing Church?

A. It means believing that the Bible is indeed from God!

1. Internal and external evidence is too strong to believe otherwise.

2. Let us consider a few internal evidences …

a. The Scripture claims inspiration (by the way, the word “inspiration” means “God-breathed”)

(1.)  In the Old Testament over 3,800 times.

(2.) In the New Testament is no less explicit. 

(a.) Paul clearly affirms that the Scriptures are “inspired of God.” (cf. II Timothy 3: 16)

(b.) Peter wrote, “… no prophecy of scripture is of private interpretation. For no prophecy ever came by the will of man: but men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit.” – II Peter 1: 20 -21
(c.) Furthermore, Paul declared in I Corinthians 2: 12, 13 the following … “12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.
13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy  Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.”
b. The unity of Bible argues for a divine source.

(1.) The 66 books of the Bible were penned over 1,600 years by approximately 40 different writers from various backgrounds, cultures, etc.

(2.) And yet, these documents fit together like pieces of a puzzle.
(3.) They are harmonious in terms of theme (the desired salvation of fallen humanity through the redemptive work of Jesus Christ), historical flow (from Genesis to Revelation), doctrinal propositions (e.g. the nature of God, the identity of Christ, etc.) etc.
c.  The brevity of the Bible cries for inspiration. Man alone could not and would not write with such brevity.
(1.) The book of Genesis has only fifty chapters, yet it tells of the origin of the world and all that is in it. If man had written these accounts we would need to rent an Uhaul truck to carry around the contents.

(2.) Only eleven words are used to tell of the death of the first apostle martyr. Man left on his own, cannot write with such restraint.
[Coincidental or Inspiration?]

3. Consider a few external evidence …

a. The accuracy of historical events and dates.

(1.) The different empires – Daniel 2.

(2.) The entire book of Obadiah contained a prophecy that the Edomites would be destroyed both by the heathen and by the Jews. Both came to pass.

b. The accuracy of geographical sites.

(1.) The city of Jerusalem.

(2.) The Valley of Megiddo.

c. The accuracy of scientific data.

(1.) The earth hanging from nothing – Job 26: 7.

(2.) The earth being round – Isaiah 40: 22.

[A lot of this relates to “predictive prophecy” that dominates the pages of Scripture. No human being in his/her right mind would dare to attempt such predictions. (The key words here are “in his/her right mind.” I am well aware of attempts of “predictive prophecies” by such people as Hal Linsley, Jeanne Dickson, etc.) Remember - I told you in last week’s sermon that there over 1,000 predictive prophecies in the Bible.]

d. How about the test of time? 

(1.) No other book has been ignored more, criticized more, destroyed at times, and outlawed like the Bible, but it has survived and yea, thrived.

(2.) Surely the Bible’s durability, in the face of such hostilities, deserves serious investigation.
[It is astounding that the inspired writers never “slip” in their information. Incidental mistakes are common even among the most skilled authors of day, and yet, the biblical narratives remain mistake free from such blunders. Coincidental or Inspired? A Bible Believing Church believes that the Bible is from God!]

B. It means that the Bible is authoritative!
1. God has spoken! The church must listen and obey!
2. Within the pages of the Bible we read of the sacred scheme of salvation to human conduct.

3. Listen again to the apostle Paul, “16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” –                 II Timothy 3: 16, 17

a. Note the word “profitable.” It means beneficial.

b. It is beneficial for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness.

c. For what purpose? 

(1.) That the man of God may be “complete”, “perfect”, or “whole.”
(2.) Thoroughly “equipped” or “furnished” for every good work.

d. The Bible is unique and exclusive in this regard. No other book can accomplish all these items.

(1.) Who could improve on the Golden Rule?                                    (cf. Matthew 7: 12)
(2.) Who could top the teaching principle of the Parable of the Good Samaritan? (cf. Luke 10)
4. Think it through … the Bible is the only book that gives us a logical explanation for our …

a. Origin (cf. Genesis 2: 7)

b. Purpose for being here! (cf. Ecclesiastes 12: 13)

c. Ultimate destiny (cf. Matthew 25: 46)

[It thus explains man’s responsibility to God.]

II. What does a Bible Believing Church look like?

A. It quotes Scriptures freely. (cf. Matthew 4)
B. It always demands a “Thus saith the Lord” for all things.                             (cf. Acts 17: 11)
C. It looks for opportunities to expand its knowledge of the Bible.                   (cf. Matthew 5: 6)
D. It honors what the Bible teaches through everyday living.                          (cf. Philippians 1: 27)
E. It attends all offerings that the elders prescribe for increased Bible knowledge, such as Bible School on Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights. (cf. Psalms 122: 1)
F. It carries a Bible around at work, school, vacations, etc.

G. It respects the Silence of Scripture. (cf. Revelation 22: 18, 19)

H. It engages in Bible discussions at random in the spirit of love.

I. It is not ashamed  to say, “We are a Bible believing, Bible toting, Bible quoting church! We call Bible things by Bible names!”                                       (cf. Romans 1: 16)
J. It encourages the preaching of the Word. (cf. II Timothy 4: 2)
K. It upholds what the Bible says pertaining to the church (its existence, its identity, its organization, its worship, etc.) , plan of salvation, ethical living, etc.

L. It upholds the integrity of the Bible with RESPECT!                                    (cf. Isaiah 66: 1, 2)

[This is what a Bible Believing Church looks like.}

CONCLUSION:

1. Let us strive to be or should I say remain a Bible Believing Church.

2. It is through the Word of God that Greatness can be achieved by the Orlinda Church of Christ.

a. Anytime the word was proclaimed and upheld – the church grew. 

b. There is a definite correlation between the teaching/preaching of the Word and Church Growth. (cf. Acts 5: 42 – 6: 1a; 8: 4)
3. Do you believe that the Bible is from God?

4. Do you accept the authority of Scripture?

5. If you answered to both of these questions, then I plead with you to obey the Bible. I promise you this – YOU WILL NO REGRETS!

6. Make no mistake about it – God’s word will be proven true! On the day of Judgment it will be used to measure our lives. (cf. John 12: 48) 

· What will it say about you?
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