Series:                                                                                                                 Lesson

  “A Great Church”                                                                                               #10

“A Great Church Exemplifies the Mind of Christ”

Lesson Text: Philippians 2: 1 – 11
INTRODUCTION:

1. It is the first of the month. Thus, I shall share with you a sermon on our Theme for 2008.

2. My sermon this morning is entitled, “A Great Church Exemplifies the Mind of Christ.”
3. Our sermon comes from the book of Philippians …
a. As you probably already know … the book of Philippians was written by the Apostle Paul while in a Roman prison about 62 A.D.
b. The book is actually a thank you note to the church in Philippi for their financial support toward Paul’s ministry. (cf. Philippians 4: 16)

c. Paul also uses this occasion to give some instructions on how to maintain unity in the church.

d. The key word in the book is “rejoicing.” The word “rejoice” is mentioned eleven times. 
e. To emphasize how unity and joy are obtained in this life, Paul uses Jesus as our model.

[It is important to have a model if you are going to succeed in life; if the church is to remain unified; if the church is to radiant joy. Jesus is our MODEL.]

I. What Does the Mind of Christ Refer to?

A. I think it refers to verses 3 & 4 – “3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.”
1. Deeds done without a hidden agenda!
2. Deeds done without self-glorification!
3. Deeds done in HUMILITY!
4. Deeds done for others!
B. Verses 6 – 11 elaborate on the “Mind of Christ.”
[First notice that the “Mind of Christ” …]

II. Lacked Selfish Ambition or Conceit  - verses 3 = 6
A. “In the form of God”

1. That is, “He existed as essentially one with God.” (Vincent’s Word Studies)

2. This accounts for what we read in John 1: 1 – 3 – “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.’”

B. “To be equal with God”

1. Before Jesus’ incarnation He was on equal ground with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.

2. You sense this in John 17: 5 – “And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.”

3. God the Father refused to share equality with any created being.                              (cf. Isaiah 42: 8)
C. “Did not consider it robbery”

1. Literally, “a thing to grasped”; that is, something to be laid hold of, and retained jealously.
2. It was not about ego with Jesus! He was not anything like the power grabbing society of today.
III. Looked Out for the Interests of Others – verses 3 = 7, 8

A. When Christ became flesh …

1. He “made Himself of no reputation” – verse 7
a. Some versions say “emptied Himself.”
b. He divested Himself of the “glory” He had with the Father –       cf. John 17: 5
[He gave up being in the pure presence of His Heavenly Father. Have ever given up someone who meant the world to you?]

B. He took upon Himself “the form of a servant.”

1. From the cradle to the grave Christ lived a humble life.

2. He was born in a manger amidst livestock!

3. He came to a sin-drenched earth not as a King or some celebrity, but as a lowly carpenter’s son.

4. Where He was raised as a boy was considered corrupt – “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” (cf. John 1: 46)
5. See Him in John 13 washing the dirty feed of His disciples!

6. And who can forget Matthew 20: 28- “just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
[SERVANT! Wow! The Creator of the world – a servant! It is simply hard to fathom. That is like – yea, not identical – Bill Gates cleaning bathrooms at              Wal-Mart!]

C. “In the Likeness of Man”

1. He was a man in the flesh. (cf. John 1: 14)

2. As a man in the flesh He experienced life like we do …

a. Hunger – cf. Matthew 4: 2
b. Thirst – cf. John 19: 28 

c. Weary – cf. John 4: 6
d. Temptations – cf. Hebrews 4: 15
e. Loneliness – cf. Matthew 26: 36 - 46

f. Pain – cf. Luke 24: 46
3. “And being found in appearance as a man.” – verse 8
D. He “humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.”

1. Here is true humility – obedience when it is not comfortable; when it is not profitable; when it is dangerous! “Not my will, but yours be done.” (cf. Luke 22: 42)
2. It was in His sufferings that learned obedience. (cf. Hebrews 5: 8)

a. This has to mean that in His death His true loyalty or faith shown through.

b. Christ did not have to die! He chose to die! He could have called a legion of angels to rescued Him. He could have stopped Judas. He could have stopped the hands that were slapping Him. He could have hushed the tongues of those who were mocking Him. But He didn’t because it was not the Father’s will.
c. It is easy to be a Christian behind church doors!

3. There is simply no way I could possibly describe to you the agony and humiliation Christ experienced on the CROSS!

a. Beaten

b. Spit upon

c. Mock

d. Possibly naked while hanging from the cross

[There is no earthly experience I can possibly think of that can compare to the death on the Cross! This was the ultimate depiction of self-abasement!]

E. Why? Why Did Christ Do All This …?

1. In a word – YOU!

2. He was looking out for our interests!

3. We are lost without Jesus! (cf. Acts 4: 12; Hebrews 9: 22)

IV. What Does the Church Look Like that has the Mind of Christ?
[If I can be so bold to suggest to you that the church which has the Mind of Christ has the following traits …]

A. Obeys ALL the commandments of God! (cf. John 14: 15;                Ecclesiastes 12: 13) In every place … home, school, football field, grocery store, Interstate, etc.
B. Looks for opportunities to serve others! (cf. I Peter 5: 5 – “Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for 
      “ God resists the proud,
      But gives grace to the humble.” (The “Good News Bible” says, “All of you must put on the apron of humility, to serve one another.”)
C. Talks more about others success than their own!

D. Recognizes the grace of God. (cf. Luke 5: 8) Humility is admitting our need! Have mercy on ME a SINNER! (cf. Luke 18: 13)

E. Self-Confident in Christ! This is freedom to be what God intended for us to be!

F. Good Citizens – cf. I Peter 2: 11 - 16
CONCLUSION:

1. When we as a church choose to have the Mind of Christ then we will experience EXALTATION! – (cf. Philippians 2: 9 – 11)
2. You see this is where the Devil has succeeded. 
a. He is able to persuade the crowd to be afraid of submitting to others.

b.  Or, we are not worth much so why bother trying to live the Christian life.
c. The Devil does not want you to see the true end of HUMILITY!

3. Come this morning denying SELF!
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