Class:                                                                                          Lesson                                                                                                                     

  “Church Growth”                                                                           #5                                          
“Church Growth Principle #4: A Church Must                                                          Seek the Kingdom of God First”

Lesson Text: Matthew 6: 33

Introduction:


Nothing it terms of greatness has ever been accomplished apart from commitment. You have heard it said, “You can not jump a chasm in two jumps!” For too many years we have been majoring in minors and minoring in majors.                                      

            As strange as it might sound, the idea of dedication or commitment has been a controversial subject within our fellowship. It is the purpose of this lesson to understand that the church can not and will not grow without dedicated members. 
I. What is meant by “seeking the kingdom of God first”?

A. Contextually:

1. “Seek” is the Greek word “zeteo” and signifies “coveting, earnestly, or striving after”. (Colossians 3: 1; I Peter 3: 11)

2. “First” in the Greek refers to first relative to place, order, time, or rank.

3. “Kingdom” in the Greek denotes “sovereignty, royal power, dominion, and in application it refers to God’s sphere of rule.”

4. Combining all three words, we come up with this meaning, “seeking the kingdom first” means “striving earnestly to let God rule in our lives”.

5. In Matthew 6 it carries the idea of TRUST (vs. 25-30)

B. It means making the kingdom of God our first priority.

C. It means nothing takes the place of the kingdom of God.

D. It means being willing to do whatever necessary to expand the kingdom (the church).
E. It means fulfilling our Christian obligations, such as                                                    1. Attending every worship assemblies when we are not providentially 
          
    hinder.
2. Giving as we have been prospered.
3. Utilizing our talents.

4. Sharing our faith on a personal level.

5. __________________________________________

F. It means presenting our bodies as living sacrifices. (Romans 12: 1)

G. It means being completely absolved with the glory of God.                       (John 13: 31-33)

H. It means “commitment” to God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit.

1. Webster defines “commit” as “to give in charge or trust; consign.” (I Corinthians 6: 15-20)

2. Furthermore Webster says “commit” involves a pledge or promise. (Revelation 2: 10)

3. International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, “commit”, means “to do or practice” (Romans 1: 32)

4. Commit to God

a.) Consider these Scriptures: Luke 10: 27; Exodus 20: 3; Psalms 111: 1

b.) There is one place where God is not found … SECOND PLACE!

5. Commit to Christ

a.) We must deny self. (Matthew 16: 24)

b.) We must crucify self. (Galatians 2: 20)                
c.) We must carry our cross daily. (Luke 9: 23)   
d.) We must follow Him. (Luke 9: 62)

6. Commit to the Holy Spirit (this is another way of saying we must  

      be committed to the Bible) (II Timothy 2: 15; 3: 16, 17;                            

      I Peter 4: 11)                                                                                                  

I. It means “dedication”.

1. Dedication means “to set aside or devote to a purpose”. (I Peter 2: 9, 10)
2. Dedication means “wholehearted devotion to a person or cause”. (Luke 14: 25-33)

3. Dedication to one another

a.) We must have a strong desire to maintain the “unity of Spirit” (Ephesians 4: 1-7)

b.) Congregational unity is one of the strongest factors in church growth. (More on this Church Growth Principle in a future lesson.)

c.) Several passages in the New Testament set forth the care and attitude we must have for one another at Orlinda:

(1.) We must love one another (John 13: 34)

(2.) We must prefer one another (Romans 12: 10)

(3.) We must edify one another (Romans 14: 19)

(4.) We must receive one another (Romans 15: 7)

(5.) We must admonish one another (Romans 15: 14)

(6.) We must serve one another (Galatians 5: 13)
II. Examples of Seeking the Kingdom First

A. Noah (Genesis 6-9)

B. Abraham (Genesis 12; 22)

C. Joseph (Genesis 39)

D. Moses (Exodus 3, 4)

E. The Apostles

F. Paul (Philippians 3: 4-11)

G. Hebrews 11

III. Hindrances to Seeking the Kingdom of God First

A. Keeping house mentally. A lot of time and money is spent on up keep and not winning souls.

B. Not enough emphasis on gleaning a harvest. A lot of energy is spent on food, fun, and fellowship (which is important) and little on harvesting. We must “GO” for people to “COME”!

C. Too busy

D. Materialism

E. Secularism

F. Comparison to others who do less than you!

G. Peer-pressure

H. Desiring to be popular (John 12: 42, 43)
I. FEAR! (John 12: 42, 43; Matthew 26: 69-75)

IV. Ways to Improve on Your Efforts to Seek the Kingdom First
A. Associate with people who are seeking the kingdom first
B. Prayer for your soul

C. Attend spiritual growth workshop, seminars, etc.

D. Talk through your concerns about a lack of commitment to God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, the Church, etc.

E. Get into the Word of God (Romans 10: 17)

V. Commitment Test

A. How much time do you spend in sharing your faith with others?

B. How much time do you spend in praying for church growth?

C. How much time do you spend in studying the Bible?

D. How much time do you spend improving on your talents?

E. How much time do you spend building up the church with encouraging words?

F. How much time do you spend researching ways to reach out to the community and beyond?

G. Do you attend all the worship assemblies at Orlinda?

H. Do you give as you have been prospered?

I. Do you participate in the worship assembly with joy in your heart?

J. Do you seek to make every visitor to our worship assemblies feel welcome?

K. Are you committed enough to forsake all others for Him (Jesus)?

L. Can you say:

        “The SERVICE of Christ is the business of my life,

The WILL of Christ is the law of my life,

The PRESENCE of Christ is the joy of my life.

The GLORY of Christ is the crown of my life.”


Conclusion:

In one way you might be able to say we have covered this principle before in another lesson (“A Church Must Want the Church to Grow”), but to think about commitment in a more specific way we haven’t done. There are so many things in this world which keep us from seeking the kingdom first, but we must look deep within ourselves to admit our shortcomings in this respect and sincerely attempt to improve. What God wants most from us is FAITHFULNESS! (Revelation 2: 10)
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